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The State istheStoteisthe State 


pj 1Q56 THE ABILITY OF THE 
Western democracies to make 
poliucal capital out of Russia's 
bkxKly repression of the Hungarian 
uprising was completely destroyed 
by their own lunatic adventure" in 
Suez. Tanks and artillery in Buda¬ 
pest. bombers over Cairo, presented 
the rest of the world with nothing 
less than examples of cruel and 
bloody repression in the good old 
impenalisi fashion from both sides 
of the political spectrum. 

In 1968 almost a parallel situation 
is provided by, on the one hand, 
the Russian invasion of Czecho¬ 
slovakia, and on the other, police 
action in Chicago which was suffi¬ 
ciently brutal to shock millions of 
Americans with no political sympa¬ 
thy with the battered demonstrators. 

At both these times, this year and 


tw'clve years ago, what was demon* 
St rated for all to sec w-as the 
essential nature of the State, which 
overrides all su^rficial differences 
arising from slight variations in 
economic organisation. For many 
years objective observers of the 
world scene have noted the growing 
identiheation in practice of social 
systems w'hich are supposed to be 
different. As America becomes a 
super-state it demands of its citi¬ 
zens the patriotism and conformity 
that Stalin demanded of Soviet erti* 
zens w'hile drawing feudal Russia 
into the twentieth century. Hitler 
forced on Germany as a solution 
for its post-war chaos, and imperi¬ 
alist Britain classically demonstrated. 

The super-state is the twentieth 
century pattern for capitalism, 
solving its internal conflicts by cen- 


the RUSSIAN STATE 
vs. CZECHS 
IN PRAGUE 


Stuart Christie: The l/epdict 


AST Monday, Sepiember 16. the case 
^ of Stuart Christie versus Her Majesty 


the Queen, was heard in Court One at 
West One Police Statipn, The Court was 
packed with Special Branch men clutch¬ 
ing bulging brief cases which eficciively 
prevented any of Christie's friends from 
attending the hearing. 

British law was shown in its true 
colours: reactionary defenders of the 
syslon of law and order. The charge, 
under Section 9 {e) of the Forgciy' Act. 
was ‘for possession of pieces of paper, 
bearing marks, words, and devices pecu¬ 
liar to and used on United States SI bills, 
without lawful authority or excuse'. The 
defendant pleaded not guilty before a 
jury on a charge preferred on May 1 ai 
Highgate Magistrate's Court of the bour¬ 
geois homeowners and voters of London. 

Even these voters and proud exponents 
of do-it-yourself were moved to laughter 
when shown Exhibit 8 (a sample of each 
type of phoney dollar taken from 
Christie’s flat), Tbe course of the trial 
was even more predictable than the most 
cynical anarchist could have predicted: 
even a jurist called Philby. 

The American expert on currency had 
changed from Brooks T. Keeler, that 
latter-day Frank Dickens, to Stanley 
Grifliths. Assistant Agent to the Secret 
Service of the American Government m 
Paris: a specialist on forgery. 

He got very confused by defence’s 
cross examination of his evidence. At 
one point he even said: Wc are getting 
confused here with roles and missions 
My mission is to assist: not to conduct 
investigations.' Yet he later admitted that 
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bis ‘mission’ was to provide evidence that 
forged notes might be from specific 
presses or persons. 

Later that day Stuart Christie gave 
evidence. Under questioning he claimed 
that the so-called bills were to be used 
in a demonstration in Spain, He said 
that there were precedents in bank adver¬ 
tising and such that would provide in¬ 
stances of the reproductions of 'marks, 
words and devices’ which had not been 
prosecuted with the full weight of the 
law. Prosecuting counsel, appropriately 
named Mr. Buzzard, then asked if 
Christie had ever heard of the Chandler 
case: humorous references were made to 
it in the course of the proceedings by 
both counsels. Stuart said that he re¬ 
garded it as totally farcical. 

The jury then retired at the judge’s 
request {one Christmas Humphreys, QC, 
of Buddhist fame). Then ensued an 
extraordinary wrangle between the coun¬ 
sel for the defence, Keith McHale, and the 
judge, ft emerged that McHale was not 
to be allowed to address the jury on 
ANY POINT WHATSOEVER. Any¬ 
thing he raised was ruled out of order 
as inadmissable in law. He fussed and 
fumed and ended up by pleading with 
the judge on the grounds that when the 
case came up for appeal he would look 
bad. The judge took pity on him (though 
not on CTiristie) and said, ’Very well, Mr, 
McHalc. you have gone to the limit; you 
arc here refused any defence. I don't 
think you can bdp any further.’ 

The judge, on the return of the jury, 
then make a remarkable speech. He told 
the jury that he alone would be con¬ 
cerned with the political aspects of the 
case- They should bear in mind that 
cases of this kind were commonly 
'tainted with politics', which were irrele¬ 
vant to ’the cold, calm, dispassionate 
atmosphere of an English court.' He 
added that the judge may permit politics 
to enter his rnind while sefitciTcjng but 
the iur>' may not. 'What’s the excuse? 
He has none. Your task is simple, mem¬ 
bers of the jury,’ 

Detective-Sergeant Ferguson then en¬ 
tered the box to inform the assembled 
company that Christie had served three 
years in Spain for Terrorist activities. 
The jury appeared unmoved but the 
judge was thrilled to hear that Stuart 
had a solid job us a gas converter, 
starting soon. This weighed heavily with 
the QC and the verdict was 'guilty'; two 
years htiund over in the sum of £25fl. 
Judge Humphreys ended hy saying, Ve 
are living in a country where we aic 
proud of our freedom'. Like hell. 

Altdrev Blacksurn. 


tralised control and justifying 
own^ dXjstcDcc.^' ma 

dcg:ricc of cTcTcmnl ’Ct:tnftk:l which tS 
equally kept under control for its 
own safely. 

The fact that these super*states, 
for their own purposes, give them- 
selve.s different labels and pretend to 
be motivated by diffeient principle,^, 
is a simple device which has deluded 
millions of simple people, including 
Marxists, for* we should have 
thought, far too long. Only anar¬ 
chists have had the key to this 
device, for we are the only social 
revolutionaries who have, first and 
foremost, analysed the power game. 

When you break down your 
social and economic systems without 
regard for their labels* whether they 
are called democracy or communism 
or fascism or whatever, you 6nd 
that in fact all they are is a series 
of cam parable devices for maintain¬ 
ing power over people by those who 
are interested in the pathological 
business of governing others. The 
ambition of the free enterprise busi¬ 
nessman does not stop when he 
has achieved security for himself 
and his family. By the time that 
happy state has been achieved, he 
is caught up in the power game, 
just as your ’normal' politician is 
very soon after he has entered 
politics, ostensibly lo look after the 
interests of his constituents, 

Marx analysed capitalist econo¬ 
mics brilliantly, but gave a tragic 
wrong turn to the revolutionary 
movement of his lime when he 
linked revolution with the achieve¬ 
ment of state power. He saw the 
corrupting influence of the profit 
motive, but ignored the corrupting 
influence of the power motive. But 
there is no excuse for anyone ig¬ 
noring this today. The two biggest 
monsters who have achieved power 
in our century—Stalin and Hitler 
—were both of humble origins 
(w'tih religious backgrounds!) who 
sought no greiii financial reward 
for themselves, but who slaughtered 
millions lo justify and hang on to 
their own power. 

The sheer scale and complexity 
of power structures today; the tech¬ 
nical resources and |iersonnel neccs* 
sary for the efficieiil operation of 
I he modem state is such that dic¬ 
tators are becoming old-fashioned. 



Who can follow Franco and de 
Gaulle? Salazar, please God, H 
almost gone, Tito won't last much 
longer, and then Eurof^ will ^ 
virtuafly without any dictators in 
the old-fashioned sense. A military 
junta, maybe, as in Greece, but 
for your actual dictators we shall 
have to look to the smaller republics 
of South America and newly 'lib- 
eruled' African or Asian states. And 
even they, personally, will wither 
away. 

Dictatorship today has to be 
operated by the apparatus. The 
faceless "apparalnik' of the civil 
service, the bureaucracy, the secret 
police, the nationalised industrial 
board, the MPs meeting in com¬ 
mit tee, the Senators in smoke-filled 
rooms, the spies and narks and 
Permanent Under - Secretaries of 
Stale. And behind them all* ready to 
defend the apparatus—ihe Army 
and Navy and Air Force and the 
Special Security Forces and the 
Police. 

The idea, fundamental to all 
variations of Marxist, that this col¬ 
lection of dehumanised psychopaths 
can be taken A>ver for the purpose 
of making a libertarian revolution 
is laughable. Any rank-and-filer 
who can even think in these terms 
is already to that extent corrupted 
by the thought of power, and just 
by giving credence lo this specious 


rubbish helps to, main lain the brutal 
apparatus that wifl crush hOn. 

The Stale is our enerity. 7'his 
simj>lc muh, so clearly seen a liun- 
dred years ago by Bakunin, and 
by anarchists ever since* is now 
being recognised by greater and 
greater numbers of young people. 
The dead hand of the apparatus— 
in the factory and the university 
alike^—is the factor which stifles 
sp<.>niancity and creativity* defends 
exploitation, crushes freedom, breeds 
hale not love, prevents us from 
living as we should live. 

The State is being rumbled. The 
one thing which analysts of the 
May I>ays in France, the growing 
revolt in America* Czechoslovakian 
resistance* student unrcsl aroynd 
the world, drug-taking and so on* 
are agreed uprm is that these are 
all aspects of the revolt against 
authority. 

We want to be free. In every 
country^ the Slate shows itself to 
be the great barrier to freedom; 
its face as ugly in Chicago as in 
Prague. 

In Britain our kid-gloved State 
has yet lo be challenged. When 
we challenge it we shall see that 
its face is as ugly as in Moscow 
or Madrid. The State is the State 
is the State. It is the enemy of 
every freedom fighter everywhere, 

RS. 


PRINTWORKERS 
MUST DECIDE! 


IT TOOK The Economist, datod S^cp- 
* tembijr 7, to indicaie the Taniificattun& 
of ihc Society of Liihographic Artists, 
Designers, Engravers and Process Wor¬ 
kers (SLADE) dispute. In a general 
arllde on Fleet Street le pointed out 
that Fleet St reel had to report ihe 
story of the year* Czechoslovakia, with¬ 
out a single news picture because of 
SLADE'S dispute, but the papers kept 
printing. The article also makes the 
ver>' telling point: *A few years ago. 
dismissal of even a few apprentices 
would have stopped every national 
newspaper, far less the sacking of an 
entire section of the production stall’ 
(SLADE). Times have changed', says 


The Economist, and the old moneybags 
journal has never spoken a truer word. 

SLADE found that not only was it 
ver>^ cold being ’out on a limb' but 
bloody lonely, because the majority of 
printwoikers were carrying on as if 
nothing had happened. Quite frankly 
the Newspaper Publishers Association 
(NPA) has Fleet Street printworkers 
inesmerised by threatened closures of 
the Sketch, Mail, Sun and Tele^ruph. 
These threatened closures have been 
held over the heads of printworker^ 
for the last few years. The newspaper 
labour force is beng rationaliscil to 
the ’enth' degree, and still the blackmail 
rontmyed on page 2 


















books ? 


we can supply 
any book in print 


Freedom Bookshop 


We’re Here! 


Temporary' opening times: 
Tuesday-Friday, 2-6 p*m. 
Saturday, 10 p-m. 


FREEDOM PRESS 


are the publishers 

o the monthly magazine 

ANARCHY 

and the weekly fournal 

FREEDOM 

specimen copies will 

be gladly sent on request. 


Subscription Rates 


FREEDOM only (per year): 

£1 lOl. ($4.50) surface mail 
£2 16s. ($8.00) airmail 


ANARCHY only (per year); 

£J 6s. ($3.50) surface mail 
£2 7s. ($7.00) airmail 


COMBINED SUBSCRIPTION 
FREEDOM & ANARCHY (p^r year); 
£2 10s. ($7.50) surface mail both 
C4 158. ($12.50) airmail boih 


PUBLICATIONS include 


Maiaiesta’s 

anarchy !/- (poof 3d,) 

Berkman's 

ABC of ANARCHISM 2/6 (+5d) 
Rockers 

NATIONALISM AND 
CULTURE 21/- ( + 4/6) 

Richards' 

MALATESTA: His Life and Ideas 
Cloth bound 21/- {+1/3): 
paper 10/6 ( + I /-) 

Bakunin's 

MARXISM, FREEDOM and the 
STATE 7/6 ( + Sd,) 

Berneri’s 

NEITHER EAST or WEST 6/- ( + 9d,) 
Woodcock's 

THE WRITER & POLITICS 7/6 
Valine's 

NINETEEN-SEVENTEEN 
(The Russian Revolution 
Betrayed) 12/6 (+1/-) 
and 

Annual Volumes of Selections from 

FREEDOM 1952-1964 

each year's volume 7/6 (+ I/-) 

Full list on application. 


Biofron Interview 


SECONDHAND 

We have a large slock of secondhand 
books. Try us for what you want. This 
week's selection* 


.4n]cr!ca Our Ally (1940) 

H. N. Brailsford 5/- 
Sixtv Million Jobs (1946) 

Henry A* Wallace 3h 
Protect inn or Free Trade 

Henry' George 3/“ 
Properly: Its Origin and 

Development Ch* Letourneao 6/6 
The French Rcvululion 

Hilaire Belloc 3/- 
Between ilie Wars (1918-39) 

D. C* Somervell 3/- 
Welfare in Trust. ( A history of the 
Carnegie Trust) William Robertson 10/- 
National Security in the Nuclear Age 
(ed.) Gordon B. Turner and 
Richard D. Challencr (paperback) 6/- 
Studics of War: Nuclear and 
Conventional (1962) 

P. M. S. Blackett IS/- 
The Case of Rudolf Hess 

(edO J* R, Rees 4/- 
Hie Political and LSocial Dnefrines 

of Conniurnisni R. Palme Dutt 3/- 
An American Tragedy 

Theodore Dreiser 6/6 
An Outline of Finance 

A. Wopdburn 3/- 
Postscripts (1940) J, B. Piicstlcy 3/- 
Why Wc Lost Singapore n944) 

Dorothy Crisp 3/- 
Time’s Winged Chariot 

Ernest Thurtle 5/- 
Tlic Good Citizen's Alpliabct 

Bertrand Russell 7/6 


T he AFRICAN AUTHOR Chinua 
Achebe, with several interesting books 
lo his credit, arrived in Sweden at the 
end of March for the promotion of one 
of his books that has been translated 
into Swedish, Mr* Achebe also works 
for the Biafra information service and 
confesses to be on a kind of propaganda 
tour of Europe presumably to sell Biafra 
independence to a European public. 1 
happened to attend the press conference 


which Bonniers Press arranged for him 
on his arrival here. I did send a copy 
of this interview lo Freedom Press 
around April 2 or 3 from Denmark but 
Tm not sure if Freedom ever received 
it. However, Tm hoping (hat this copy 
gels through and doesn't gel iost' in 
the post, rVe tried to rewrite this 
interview in view of the Antony Engu- 
rubc case now going on in Stockholm. 
29.3*68 


Telephone: BlShopsgate 3015, 

New temporary address: 

84a WHiTECHAPEL HIGH STREET 
c o Express Printers, 

(entrance Angel Alley), 
WHITECHAPEL, E.l, 

(Undergroutid: Aldgate East, Exit: 
Whitechapel Art Ga]le^y^ Turn right 
on emerging from station*) 


Scene: A room in Bonniers publishing 
buildings in Stockholm, 

There were cocktails and cigarettes 
served in a very small room^ A collec- 
tion of journal ISIS were dressed in the 
polite clothes of conversation. / felt 
I was intrudhig on a private party. 
Many looked like figures out of an Oscar 
Wilde playt with all the women’s maga¬ 
zines represented in full force, dressed 
above the knees, looking like birds of 
paradise pecking olives from some 
Emperor's silver plates, 

/ ivuj/iV expecting a barrage of investi- 
gathig sharp political questions from 
the great democratic Swedish press who 
are probably more used to interviewing 
the false glamour boys and girls of 
Hollywood than a man like Chinua 
Achebe, The questioning was as follows: 

H: In view of the fact that Biafra 
has very large oil deposits, do you ihink 
that the workers who will yield these 
profits will benefit from an ‘independent 

Achebe: Yes, that's whal we arc 
trying to make possible with our break¬ 
away. 

H : Is Britain giving its support to 
Biafra in the hope of gaining access to 
the oil interests there? 

Achebe: No, Britain is supporting 
the federal government. 

H: Don't you think that with all these 
little nationalist stales springing up like 
mushrooms in Africa with their own 
armies, flags, etc.* it will create capitalist 
rivalries between each state—after all 
look at the antagonisms between Ghana 
and Nigeria* How docs this situation 
make for any kind of so-called African 
unity? 

; Achebe : This is something 1 can't 
know at the momeni* we hope this 
will not be the case, and anyway 
what do you expect me to do about 
rivalries between Ghana and Nigeria? 
African unity is a long way off, 

H: When white libera! intellectuals, 
politicians and journalists tell you that 
they are against race discrimination, and 
talk of ‘equality', etc., are you inclined 
to trust them, even though they might 
he insincere and yet want to speak in 
the name of Africans? 


Achebe: Well, at the moment we 
can't trust anyone as far as T can sec. 

H: I'd rather you answer the question, 
are you inclined to trust them? 

Achebe: No, we are not. 

H : Within South Africa and Rhodesia 
there are Swedish immigrants. Would 
you say they are more tolerant to the 
negro people than the other while 
settlers, and if so how is it they can 
remain there without getting deported? 

Achebe: South Africa and Rhodesia 
arc a long way,' off and 1 don't know 
anything about Swedish attitudes as 
Eve only just arrived here. 

Another African voice softly: Africans 
not Negroes. 

H: I apologise for using the word 
negro, it’s the word Swedes use for 
Africans. 

Swedish journalist: What would you 
say your definition of a negro is, Mr* 
Achebe? 

Achebe: Anyone with a black skin. 

H: You tell us about the corrupt 
politicians in ihe federal government— 
don't you think; that all politicians are 
corrupt when carrying on the so-called 
‘business’ of government? 

Achebe: Well, this is what I have 
been saying, wc^want to put an end to 
this sort of [hing* 

li: Do you think with Biafran inde¬ 
pendence, corruption among politicians 
there will ccasc? 

Achebe: Ycs„ 1 think so, at least I 
hope so. 

H: But you are not sure? 

Achebe: Hnw' can 1 be sure about 
anything. I'm not God. 

H: Isn't it a fact that a very large 
percentage of the ibo tribe are Roman 
Catholics* as mj^teh as say 80 per cent? 

Achebe: Yeif.' wc have a very large 
Catholic poptdation. i can't say the 
percentage, hi4 it is very large. 

//: With ^ big amount of corruption 
within an state and another 

nationalist group wanting to create a 
state within a state, don't you think 
there is just as much chance of totali¬ 
tarianism? 

Achebe: Tiulnot sure that this is the 
case, I didn't l|now this, is this true? 

Swedish jour^ialist: What can we in 


Sweden do to help you down there? 

Achebe: Send some correspondents 
and reporters to Biafra to inform your 
public what is happening, get some first¬ 
hand information. The reason why 
no news is coming through is because 
it's being stifled and smothered by 
the English BBC and English news 
agencies. (The interview took place in 
April“Ed.) That's why you’re getting 
no news abour our struggle for inde¬ 
pendence. 

H: Of course you know that if 
Sweden sends journalists to Biafra you 
will get many conflicting reports. Each 
newspaper has its own political policy 
and will try to present their 'facts' in 
a dilTerent way. After all the servants 
of the press are at the mercy of their 
papers policy and the politicians behind 
the press, 

Achebe : Yes, but we can at least 
try, some news will come out, what 


more can we do? 

+/: Because N igeria has been oali'^ ‘ 
by the British isn't there a tendency ,- 
do things in the British way still, isn't 
it a fact that the two opposing military 
leaders both in Biafra and the federal 
government were schooled in England 
in the art of warfare? 

{Laughter from a Swedish journalist.) 

Achebe: Yes, this is true. A colony is 
bound to be influenced by its rulers in 
a sense. {End of Interview.) 

It's amazing that this question makes 
the servants of the Tree' press laugh. 
What a situation. Africans being trained 
to use white man's weapons of destruc¬ 
tion to destroy each other. Going back 
to Africa and killing their own brothers 
and sisters whatever their tribe may be* 

Anyway, if the Swedish capitalist press 
are so interested in freedom for the 
African workers, why have they been 
so silent about the case of Antony 
Engurube? Whilst Sweden’s newspapers 
were talking about freedom for the 
Czech peoples, this African was beaten 
up and thrown into jail for using his 
right of so-called ‘free* speech.* 


* Details of this very disturbing ciije 
will be printed I'^r ne.rl weed's Freedom. 


Printworkers Must Decide 


Continued from page 1 

continues. 

The question which has to be posed 
is 'When do the victims cry halt lo the 
blackmail?' It has been reported so 
many times that the Sketch, Mail, Sun 
and Telegraph arc losing money, are 
we then to believe that the owners of 
these newspapers are philanthropists or, 
nearer to the point, mavsochists because 
they continue to publish? Newspaper 
proprietors would like their papers to 
make a profit or break even but there 
is more in owning a newspaper than 
just a financial return, there is power, 
prestige and political influence, and such 
things bring their own rewards plus 
finance through other channels. 

Printworkers have now to face the 
issue fair and square. In Ihe very 
near future many of them will be 
balloting on a new wage agreement 
which DOES NOT include the previously 
enjoyed sliding scale cost of living (COL) 
arrangement. To accept such an agree¬ 
ment is suicide, even though it is only 
for two years* The official Index of 
Retail Prices has moved to a record 


high, and there is NOTHING whatso¬ 
ever to indicate that it will drop. 
Obviously such a stale of affairs means 
that any wage increase, unless it is 
fantastically high, will be swallowed 
up by the rising cost of living in a 
matter of months. One docs not need 
a degree in economics lo appreciate 
that fact, the hole in one's pocket is 
sufficient. 

The NP*A, with the support of the 
Government, are refusing point blank to 
continue the COL arrangement, therefore 
the issue is sharp and crystal clear—any 
proposed agreement Without COL Must 
Be Rejected. The consequences of such 
an action could mean a ‘shut down' in 
Fleet Street, It is a well-known fact 
that vast changes will take place in the 
method of producing and publishing 
newspapers within the next few years, 
which could in turn mean increased 
rationalization of labour. If print- 
workers do not make a stand now, the 
employers having seized the initiative, 
wQJ dictate their own terms for ever 


more. 


Bill CHRtSTOPHEJt. 


For Freedom’s sake, 
get those Funds 


Target 
Received to Daf^ 


£417 5s. 7d. 


PREMISES FUND 


completed 


Target is £1,006 |iei- year. 

Pledges honoured In dale and dona¬ 
tions—£446 12s. 2ih 




year'ii AFB conference lii to be held in Liverpool on September .21 and 22 in ibe Co’-op Hnll, 54 Derby Lane, Liverpool,—AU enquiries about nccoiniuodatioii and proposals; for Ihe agenda to 

Joint E&. Cowan, Merseyside Anarcbleta, 16 Devonshire Road, Liverpool, 8, 


Anarchist Federation of Britain 


CeneraJ enquirleE .should be sent to the l.ondon Federation, e/u Freedop^ Prebt, B4a Whitechapel High 


Street. Loiidon* £.1, 

LEWISHAM. Coouct Mike Malet, 6JB Gran- 
viJte Park. Lewisham» London, S E.Phone: 
01-852 8879. 

EALING ANARCHIST GRQUP. Gel inlo 
touch with Ken King, 54 Norwood Road, 
Southall. 

FINCHES (P0RT05ELL0 ROAD) ANARCHIST 
CROUP. Contact: PaiticJa Poarcc. 271 PortobeiJo 
Road, W.tL Meetings every Wednc^iday evening 
It Pinch's. 

S.W. LONDON LIBERTARIANS, Contact: 14 
Clanliam Court, King’s Avenue (Acre Lane end), 
S.W.4. 

WEST HAM ANARCHIST.S* Contact Stephen 
8 Westbury Road. Forest Gate, London, 
E.7. GRA 9848. Regular activities. Meetinfis 
every Wednesday, 7,30 p.m., at Tony Gay's, 1C9 
East Rbad, Plaistow, London, EJ3 (2 mins, 
pj a is tow Station). 


OFF-CENTRE LONDON 


DISCUSSION MEETINGS 


Every Wednesday at Jack Robinson's and Mary 
Csmipa's. 21 Rumbold Road, S.W.6 (off King*!! 
KoaJ), 8 p.ni. September 25. Dennis Gould: 
Pfyetry reading and LaJkiiit*. 

3rd Friday of eacli month at iJennis Fen's, 314 
S(. Paul's Road. Highbury Corner, N.l (above 


U'SWICH ANARCHISTS. Contact NoiJ Dean, 74 
Cemetery Road, Ipswich, SoHollt. 

KILBURN, LONDON, Contact Andrew Dewar, 
16 KiJburn House. Malvern Place, London, 
N.W.6. Mectingss 8 p.m. every Tuesday, 
LEICESTER PROJECT, Peace / Libertarian 
action and debate. Every Wednesday at 8 p.m* 
at 1 The Crescent. King Street, L.£iccster. 
NORTH SOMERSET ANARCHIST CROUP. 
Contact Roy Emery, 3 Abbey Street, Bath, or 
Geoffrey Barfoot, 71 St. Thomas Street, Wells. 
NO'fTlNG HILL, Meetings at John BenneCt’'s, 
Flat 4, 88 Clarendon Road, W*J1. Every Monday 
evening, S p.m. 

ORPINGTON ANARCHIST GROUP, KnockhoU, 
Nr. Sevenoaks, Kent. Fvery sis weeks at Orcen- 
ways, KnockhoLt. Pjione: Knockholt 2316. Brian 
and Maureen Richardson 

READING anarchist GROUP, Contact 
Alan Ross. 116 ^Imont Road, Reading, Berks. 
REDDITCH ANARCHISTS AND LIBER¬ 
TARIANS. Contact: Dave Lloyd, 37 Fci:kenhain 
Road. Headlfis^^ Cros.s. Rcdditch, Worcs. 

SELBY ANARCHIST CROUP, Forwarding 
address; c/o Qak4'ood Farm, Lund, nr* Selby, 
E. Yorkshire. 

TAUNTON LIBERTARIANS, Jill and John 

Driver, 59 Bcadon Hoad, Taunton, Somerset. 


Mancliesier, M 

Every Saturday: ‘Freedom! and ’DA' selling 
outside Central Library. 2.30-4.30 p.m 
MERSEYSIDE ANARCHIST CROUP* Corres¬ 
pondence to Jack Bennett, c/o 16 Devonshire 
Road, Liverpool, 8* Meetings 1st and 3rd Tlsursdays 
of month at Pete Dukes. 70 Huskisson Street, 
Liverpool, S (3 rings), at 8 p.m. 

SUSSEX FEDERATION 


during the vacation. Cun we huve correct addresses 
-vuon possibk. 

LIBERTARIAN STUDEN I S FEDERATION. 
Contact address: Keith Nathan. 138 Penny mead. 
Harlow. 


SCOTTISH 


ANARCHIST FEDERATION 


Groups and individuals invited to associate: c/o 
Eddie Poole, 5 Tilsbury, Finden Road, White- 
bank, Brighton. 

BRIGHTON & HOVE ANARCHIST GROUP, 
Contact Nick Heath, Flat 3, 26 Clifton Road, 
Brighton, BNl 3HN. Poetry readings. Fish 
Market Hard, every Sunday 2 p.m. Meetirigs 
every Thursday, Combination, 76 West Street, 
8.30 p.m. 

CRAWLEY AN.ARCHIST CROUP, Contact 
Richard As hwel I* 87 Bucks wood Drive, Oossop’s 
Green* Crawley* Sussex. 

SUSSEX UNIVERSITY ANARCHIST GROUP, 
Information from Francis Jarman, 39 Hareficld. 
Harlow, Essex. 


Secretary: Dave Coull <sce Montrose), 

Groups and Proposed Groups:— 

ABERDEEN ANARCHIST FEDERATION. Con¬ 
tact Bob Comrie, 288 Hardgate or Liz Smith, 3 
Sinclair Road. 

FIFE, Contact Bob and Una Turnbull, 39 Strath- 
eden Park, Stratheden Hospital, by Cupar. 
GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP, Contact 
Robert Lynn, 16 RosiJ Street, C.L 
HAMILTON DISTRICT FEDERATION OF 
ANARCHISTS, Contact Ronnie Anderson, 100 
Union Street, New Stevension. 

MONTROSE, Contact Dave Coull, 3 Eskview 
Terrace, Ferrydcn. 

LIBERTARIAN TEACHERS' 


WELSH 


ASSOCIATION 


ANARCHIST FEDERATION 


Roundabout SelLServkc). 

REGIONAL FEDERATIONS 
AND GROUPS 


ESSEX & EAST HERTS 
FEDERATION 


BEXLEY PEACE ACTION CROUP* Enquiries 
lo ISO Rydal Drive, Bexleyheath. Kent 
JtlKMlNGHAM LIBERTARIAN AND ANAR¬ 
CHIST GROUP. Contact Gcnff and Caroline 
Charlton at Flat One, 69 Sandon Road. FdEbaa- 
ton, Hirniinghain 17. (Entrance side of liouite.) 
Regular discussions being held on Tuesdays, 7,30 
p.m.t Grown, Corporation Street (upper room). 
■OLTON, Get iQ touch with John Hayes, 51 
Rydil Rood, Bolton. 

BOURNEMOUTH AND EAST DOR.SET 
AN ARC III.sis. Please contact John McCain, 
Norlon Road, Winton. Bijurnerunuth (B'm'tii 
59509) or Tim Deane, Juliet, West Moors, Wim- 
horne. Dorset (rerndowri 35fi8). 

BRISTOL ANARCHI,ST*S, Contact Susie Fisher 
and Adam Nicholson at 15 7 he Paragon* Rrisiol. 8. 
CORN W A LI. ANARCHISTS, ConlaLt Arthur 
Jacobs, 76 Fa-st Hill. St Ausull. Discussion 
jneetings on the second Friday ol each month 
at Brian and Hard McGee's, 42 Pendarves Street, 
Beacon, Cambonit: 7.30 p.ni. Visiting coiurudcfl 
very welcome 

CROYDON LIBERTARIANS, Meetings cvei^ 
2nd Friday of each month. Luurens and Celia 
Otter, 35 Natal Road, Tliornion Ifcnih (LlV 
7546) 

EDGWARE PEACE ACTION CROUP. Contact: 
Meivvn Estrin, 84 Edgwarebury Lane, EdgwirCn 
Middx. 

HERTS. Contact either Stuart Milcbell at South 
View, Potters Heath Lanic, PoUert ^lea^b, 
Welwyn, Herts OR Jeff Clovea, 46 Hugbcfidon 
Road Marshaliiwick, St. AJbana* Herts. 


nirec-nmnllily nieetings. Groups and individuals 
inviiL'd in assaciiih c/o I'eicr Newell (sec N.E. 
It^icx Group), ‘hisurrectioii l%8—.luly/August 
iH^sue now available 
Grrnip Addresfics:^ 

BA*SIIJJON, M* Powell, 7 l.iiiBcrofl, Basildon, 
F«sr.)(. [ 

BISHOPS SraRTFOBD. Vic Mount, 'Lustview , 
Castle Streel, Bishqps *Slortford, Herts. 
CHELMSFORD, (Mrs.) Fva Arclier, Mill House, 
Purlcigh, Chclmslo^d, lissex. 

EPPINC, John lltirrick, M Centre Avenue, 
Bppiiig, lifisex 

HAKl*OW, Jan Dallas, IB Brookline Field, 
Harlow and Anneiie Gunning, 37 Longbanks, 
Harlow. 

l,OUG}|TON* Qroup c/o Students^ Union, 
Loughton College|of Further Education. Borden 
Lane, Lou gilt on* l^sex 

MUCH HADHAJlt, Leslie Rlodan. High Street, 
Much Hadharn. Herts. 

NORTH EAST Peter Newell, 91 Brook 

Rond, ToUeshuntF luShls. Tipircc. P.sscx. Group 
ineetii first Monday in each rnonth at 7.15 p.m. 

NORTH-WEST FEDERATION 

ClfORl,EV ANAR( HJSl CROUP. Secretary: 
Kevyn Lynch, 6 Garfietd Terrace* CboHcy, 
I anus. 

f.lVERPOOL j%fsiART hist PROPACANUA 
GROUP AND 'BlPI’V’ MOVEMENT. Gerry 
Brec. 16 raulkncrlstpiare. Liverpool, 8, Meetings 
weekly. TreedonC Sales—Pier Head. Saturdays. 
Sundays, Evenings. 

MANCHIISTER ^JnaRCHIST GROUP* Secre¬ 
tary: Sue Warnoek, ^ Boland Street. Fallowfleld, 


CARDIFF ANARCHIST CROUP, AU eorrei- 
pondenee to;—Pete Raymond, 18 Marion Street, 
SpiuU, Cardiff. 

MERTHYR TYDFIL ANARCHIST CROUP. 
Correspondence to Huw Rowlands, 16 Cromwell 
Streel. Methyr Tydfil. 

SWANSEA ANARCHIST GROUP. Contact 
J. Ross, 111 King Edw»rd*s Road, BryumUl, 
Swansea. Weekly meetings, ’Freedom' sales and 
action projects. 

LLANELLI: Contact Dai Walker. 6 Llwuyniiendy 
Road, Llanelli, Catm. Tel: Llanelli 2548. 


Meetings—discussio mi—activities. Contact Peter 
Ford, 36 Devonshire Road, Mill Hill, London, 
N,W.7, 


ABROAD 


EAST LONDON 


LIBERTARIAN FEDERATION 


Svipport wauled for numerous activities in area. 
Secretary; Anthony Matthews, 35 MayviJIc Road, 
London, E. IL Meetings fortnightly on Sundays 
at Ron Bailey's, 12B Hainault Road, E. 11 (LEY 
fiUS'ri). Ten minutes from Leytonsione Under¬ 
ground. * 

LEVTONSTONE CROUP* Get in touch with 
Anthony Matthews or Ron Bailey (address as 
above) 

STEPNEY, Trevor Jacknles, 10 St. Vhneeut dc 
Paul House, Dempsey Street, Clichy Fjttatc* E. 1. 
NEWHAM* F. Rowe. 100 Henderson Road, >:.7. 
II.LORD. Del Leverton, 12 HamiUon Avenue, 
Ilford. 

Alan Elliot, 98 Hal field Road, 


Douglas Hawkes, 123 Hermon 


DAGENHAM. 

Dagenham. 

WOODFORD* 

Kill, E.I8. 

W'ALTHAM.TIOW. 

Martin Road. E.17. 

LIIMEIiOUSE* M. Solof, 202 East Ferry Road, 
FJ4. 


Desmond MacDonald. SO 


STUDENT GROUPS 


AUSTRALIA, Federation of Australian Anar- 
chist|, P.O. A 389, Sydney South. Public 
meetings every Sunday in the Domain, 2 p.n. 
and Mondays, 72 Oxford Street, Paddington, 
^■diiey, 8 p.m, 

EAST AFRICA* George Matthews would like to 
make conlaci. Secondary school teaclier from 
UK. PO Box 90, Kakamega, Kenya 
USA, James W. Cain, secretary, the Anarchist 
Committee of Correspondence. 323 Fourth Street, 
Ociquct. Minnesota 55720, USA. 
Gk 01JP^<T)R£^LSON. AuRtrmlian Anarchist, c/e 
Melbourne University Union or Paddy Evans, 
c/o the same 

MEmOURNE- Gel in touch with Boh Hopkins 
and Margie Roio, P.O. Box 192* Carlton South 
3053, Public meetings at Yarra Bank. Melbourne. 
DANISH ANARCHIST FEDERATION* Goihem 
gade* 27* Viborg, Denmark. 

VANCOUVER, BX** CANADA, Anyone inlercs 
led in forming anarchist and/or direct ictrna 
peace group contact Derek A. James. 1844 
Grand Boulevard, North Vancouver. B.C , 
Canada. TeL: 987-2693, 

USA: VERMONT, New Hampshire Anarchist 
Group. Discussion meetings. Actions. Contact 
Ed. Strauss, RFD 2, Woodstock, Vcrmonl 0,5091, 
USA, 

SWEDEN- Stockholm Anarchist Federation 
Contact Nadir, Box 19104, Stockholm 19, Sweden 
SW^EDEN: Liber tad, Altmana Vagen 6, Gotben- | 
burp V. I 

TORONTO ANARCHIST GROUP* Contact] 
R. Campbell, 219 Toryork Drive. W«lon. j 
Ontario, C-anadi. Weekly meetings, 

RELCIUlVf: LIEGE. Provoa, c/o iaegues Char her 
II Avenue dc la Laitene, Sclessini4.iege* PeJgtum 


There are groups al East AngUa University* Liver¬ 
pool University, LSE, Oxford University, Sheffield 
University* Southwark College, Sussex University 
and College of St. Mark & St.* John, Chelsea. 
For reasons of space have left these out 


PROPOSED GROUPS 


MANCHESTER IJNIVEHSITV. Conl.ict NW; 
Don nr ftitt Jamieson. 14 Victoria Road. Mali 
Chester 14. 













Congress as such 


Was the Congress a Failure ? 


The Intemolionol 

Anarchist Congress 
Cnrmm 1968 


castic tones which genilcmcn of their 
breeding use when addressirvg Ihe lower 
orders; like Old Etonians in a whore¬ 
house, they contrast the banality of their 
surroundings with their lurid cxpecta- 
tions^ and comrnenl dryly upon the re^ 
spcciabilily of the hired hall or the dress 
of the delegates. 

It is pleasant in its way to face the 
reporters and TV cameras instead of 
speaking as usual to deserted street 
corners; but at least at the street corner 
one is not faced with ihe trained jour¬ 
nalist, who is far from being educated 
up to the level of the public, and whose 
commems, if not misleading, arc 
irrelevant. 

It is a sober comment of fact, not 
mere revolutionary rhetoric, that the 
only language these gentlemen under¬ 
stand is that of the gun; when the shoot¬ 
ing starts they look through their old 
reports with an air of surprise, like the 
Austrian journalist whose sole story from 
the famous CNT Congress of Saragossa 
was the resolution on whether nudism 
was possible in a free sociciy: but who 
later found, with a ccrlain dramatic 
suddenness, that they were the only 
people fighting fascism while his own 
country slipped away into the wilderness 
one night. . . . 


Republican Government a third of a 
century ago. 

A clique within the Latin movements 
has tried to establish a bureaucracy; it 
is signiitcaot that it applies to the 
French, Italian and Spanish movements 
because these were strong before the 
First World War, They have a natural 
residue of tired former militants which 
docs not apply in those coimtnes which 
had no great strength before the First 
World War and whose ‘veterans' of today 
date back to the thirties. But again this 
is not a generation problem. There are 
those who are revolutionaries; who go on 
being such and get out. There are a few 
who arc bureaucrats; they cease to be 
active bul wish to carry on, and Ihc 
only reason can be because of some small 
oflice with some glory. Hence the divi¬ 
sions in the French, Italian and Spanish 
movements. Hence the reason the British 
movement stated categorically that it con¬ 
sidered the day of national federations 
was over; that it was absurd to maintain 
racial and national barriers; that any 
dissidents in France or Italy could call 
themselves British and go as our dele¬ 
gates, If in France there could be three 
national delegations (French, Spanish-in- 
cxile, and the almost mythical Bulgarian- 
in-exilc)t we were quite prepared to grant 
Untish nationality (if any bureaucrat 
wished it) upon anyone excluded by 'their 
own' national federation. 


Domination 
by Exiles ? 

Tbe conference was held in the local 
Opera House, and delegates and obser¬ 
vers from many countries were prcscnl. 
It was said that there were 100 delegate.'^ 
and 80 obserx^rs, but this is hard to 
determine since some were completely 
hclitious. A Portuguese delegate, for 
instance, had not beerv in that country 
for some fifty years; the Spanish had not 
been in the country they allegedly repre¬ 
sented for thirty years. What came out 
in the conference, above alh were two 
things: one, a chnllcnging of the 'exile' 
dominance of the international move¬ 
ment since for so long it had been 
assumed individual figures really repre¬ 
sented illegal movements which had long 
since forgotten their existence; two, a 
showdown between what was in faci 
advanced liberalism, on the one hand, 
and revolutionary anarchism on the 
other. The advanced liberalism that re¬ 
tains anarchism as a mere ticket was 
unable to rouse any enthusiasm. The 
television cameramen knew what they 
were about when they crowded round the 
revolutionary spokesmen to speak on 
French, Italian and German TV,* 

The best report appeared in Le Monde. 
The Timest though somewhat inaccurate, 
was not so had as Ihc Guardian, which 
published a compkicly misleading agency 
report, in order to bolster up the cliche 
that this was a 'war of the ages’ which 
it undoubtedly was not. (The decision 
to send Christie as British delegate was 
a last minute one by the London inter^ 
national secretariat, and the question 
of age had nothing to do with it. 
According to the Guardian, however, 
he was a 'Youth Delegate’ and they 
declined to publish a correcllon.) 

U IS hard for the bourgeois press to 
understand what h going on at an anar¬ 
chist conference. In their reports they 
use the politely condescending but sar- 

•Our delegate Stuart Christie, who spoke 
to these networks, was also recorded by 
BBC-TV 'Twenty Four Hours^ 


Too much could not be expected of 
the international cortfcrence; nor, so far 
as we in London were concerned, was it. 
The internationaj movement has in fact 
fought a rearguard action for years, 
faced with ibe fact of the conquest of 
the proletariat by the sociaLdemocratIc 
movement on the one hand, and by 
Marxism, of the peasantry, despite its 
own inclinations, on the other, Against 
its iniention of being the voice of the 
people, anarchism became a mere voice 
of protest. 

llicn loo there was an internal 
problem; the residue of a past, larger 
and broader movement. In years to come 
here, when the hippy happenings arc all 
forgotten, aged dropouts in yellowing 
flower-suits will toUer along the sea front 
and claim to be the real hippies, the 
only hippies, ever young, ever the beauti¬ 
ful people . . . but the years will have 
taken their toll and nobody will need 
them or feed them when they're sixty- 
four. . . . After all old revolutionary 
movements there is always a residue of 
the old faithful who have come to regard 
themselves an eslabiishmcnt; bul only to 
those accepting press cliches is this a 
sign of the 'age war’. 'W'ithin the Spanish 
movement, for instance, the refonnisl- 
authorilarian bureaucracy is headed by 
Federica Montseny, and criticised by all 
the young Spanish Anarchists, but also 
by all those who were revolutionary and 
opposed Monlseny's collaboration in the 


There had all along been a reluctance 
on the part of the APB to commit itself 
on the question of the conference because 
much of what had happened had been 
foreseen. However we fell it was useful 
that we had sent a ddcgalc, for the Con¬ 
gress was not a complete failure. For 
many years withm the international 
anarchist movement generally, and cer¬ 
tainly in the IWMA as far as it still 
exists, that a bureaucratic phalanx exist¬ 
ing to dominate imcrnaitonal congresses 
and having no real cxlsicnee within their 
countries, received no criticism, and it 
was felt we should even pretend it did 
not exist. It was the hangover from the 
days of the 'great thinkers’ on whom the 
mantle descended. Any individual could 
get up and pretend to be representative 
of a vast, non-existent movement. We 
helped to clear the air internationally. 
Within the bungalows at the beach where 
the delegates were housed, a great dis¬ 
cussion went on among the people at the 
conference. An enormous amount of sup¬ 
port was found for our idea that a 
revolutionary movement should be based 
upon action, not geography: that com¬ 
mon ideas and methods of struggle 
should unite m\ strategy and plans were 


talked over Each country has someihing 
of its own to contribute lo a plan for 
revolutionary success; for instance, the 
idea of the shop stewards' movement is 
virtually unkmiwn on the Conti neni. 

This marked a cleavage within the 
international movement; although nl the 
end of the Congress the delegates who 
had walked out rcLurned lo show tliey 
were still in solidarity with the majority 
of delegates in the hall, who had not 
already received clear viewpuinU from 
their instructing bodies. An International 
Federation was formed on ihe lines al¬ 
ready envisaged by the Preparatory Com¬ 
mission which simply wanted something 
to show to enable them lo put up the 
Hetion of being representative of some¬ 
thing more than themselves. But the 
cleavage was highly necessary. It was 
not a 'War of the Ages* as the press 
generally presented it, but u division 
between those who wanted an institu¬ 
tionalised adherence to a doctrine; and 
those who wanted freedom of revolu¬ 
tionary action. Such a cleavage has 
always been present in the internationtd 
movement, but it has not always been 
recognised. It U often I'orgottun that cm 
such subjects wc have had a far greater 


Speeches 

The Congress opened with a speech by 
Marzocchi (Italian Federation) on the 
Saturday morning. Rt spoke on Czecho¬ 
slovakia and Vietnam, and on the role 
of the Anarchist movement. The meeting 
reopened in the afternoon when Joyeux 
(France), an Italmn delegate, a Bulgarian 
exile and representatives from Germany 
and Japan took the rostrum. A report 
was given by ibe Preparntory Commis¬ 
sion, after which the AFB delegate, 
Stuart Christie, asked to give our point 
of view before the Congress opened 

He made it clear lhat he was not 
speaking merely from Ihc point of view 
of Brilish comrades hut on behalf of 
revolutionary anarchists generally. The 
AFB sent its fraEtrnal greetings to the 
Congress, to those comrades who have 
been invited and those who had been 
excluded. As anarchists, we were opposed 
to speech-making and parliamentary pro¬ 
cedure. It was for us far more important 
to exchange experiences, opinion.^ and 
ideas in order to build a truly effective 
international organisation. 

We felt that the spini in which this 
Congress had been called is not the true 
spiril of anarchism. We noted with re¬ 
gret lhat some of (he most militant anar¬ 
chist groups and organisations were not 
represented, e.g. the FIJL. Noir & Rouge, 
22nd March Group, Federation Locale 
de Faris. We therefore proposed that this 
Congress be declared open to all obser¬ 
vers from all ana yhist organisations and 
groups be they, allilia ted or not, to 
'national redcrauorre’. Our movement 
should not be divided under racial or 
national bases. We absolutely refused lo 
accept these biiurgeois concepts which 
destroy the roots of international revolu¬ 
tionary solidarity; 

We did not want, he went on, to play 
any part in an international bureau that 
could only hold up communications be- 
tiveen various international bodies, as we 
have already seen rn the calling of this 
Congress. We arc enthusiastically for 
the example of the Paris workers and 
students and wc are attempting lo en¬ 
courage sirnilar trends in Great Britain. 
Wc must however examine the success 
and failure of our French comrades dis¬ 
passionately if we arc to be successful 
in bringing about an international social 
revolution. The British movement re¬ 
garded it as cssemial that the movement 
be built up from the grass roots and 
that the first task of evei^ organisation 
and group is to build itself up. Wc 
bel ieved that fictitious organ isat ions, 
some of whom were represented here 
today, or invcnicd solely for the purpose 
of the Congress, were worse than useless. 
They were extremely dangerous. He gave 
as example the FA I, as represented by 
ex-Ministcr Fedcrica Moniseny, and ihc 


opporUmity for uiidersianding in view 
t>f an unbroken and unbridled public dis¬ 
cussion of ideas! and tactics for eighty 
years. Some Itailans believed there was 
no ddlerenee between attacking bureau¬ 
cracy and attacking all organisation as 
suchl Ihcy had reinstituted a bureau¬ 
cracy. All bureaucracies become fossilisixl 
iis they gel older; that is the nnlurc of 
insUtuiionalisni. But not everyone be¬ 
comes a buieaucrai. Ihe problems of 
the inlernatiunal anarehist movement are 
not specilioally those we have to face in 


Besides ihe gaihcjing of Anarchisls, 
one can mention that the biggest inter¬ 
nal iunal collecuon of iuz/. outside an 
Interpol con felt nee turned up. Swiss, 
linliun, French secret police jostled in 
Ihe bars in the town, and around the 
bungalows when' ihe delegates were stay¬ 
ing; the t;ommis>aj of Folice for Carrara 
came out in the open and asked (. (jhn- 
Ikndii for his nuiograpliT Dany, who 
had paid for most of the food om of his 


so-called Bulgarian Federation, as repre¬ 
sented b> Balkanski, 

After his speech, Failla (Italy) asked 
that a vole be taken by the conference. 

He was answered by another delegate 
from the Italian Federation, saying he 
was against a vote being taken, as the 
comlitulion nf the C ongress had been 
decided on beforehand by the Prepara¬ 
tory Commission. Marzoechi then went 
on to propose a motion condemning 
aggression in Czechoslovakia and Viet¬ 
nam: Christic got up again and demanded 
the dais, saying we were opposed lo any 
motion of this nature as we were com¬ 
pletely powerless to enforce it. By stoop¬ 
ing to such methods we merely imitated 
the procedure of Harold Wilson and 
similar politicians. It was up to anar¬ 
chists, surely, to show their disgust and 
contempt fur military aggression by 
revolutionary direct action. 

Balkanski ran to the platform and 
screamed 'Proviscateur, fascist', etc.—by 
this time most of the delegates began to 
realise w^hat the two trends in Ihc Con¬ 
gress were. A vote was taken from which 
the Swiss, Dutch, German and British 
delegates abstained; the motion was 
carried with the French, ftalian and exile 
movements acting in concert. It became 
clear that these were the delegations from 
movements with a fossilised bureaucracy, 
determined to run a conference on par¬ 
liamentary lines, and lo deny a hearing 
to 'dissident' factions among the French, 
Italians and exiles. 

The meeting was then declared open 
to the press, TV and public, and went 
on over Saturday and Sunday. U had 
been agreed by the London Federation 
months before, acting on international 
relations as decided by our last British 
conference, lhat anyone excluded from 
the conference could enter as a British 
delegate. Mellzcr and Walsh, writing to 
the Preparatory Commission, had made 
it clear that so far as we were concerned, 
they could all be 'British in exile’—this 
had been regarded as our 'English sense 
of humour' as Malouvier put it, but we 
made it clear we were against the pre¬ 
conceived idea of nationality and race in 
which France had three 'national federa¬ 
tions' including the bureaucratically- 
dominated FAl and the fictitious 'Bul¬ 
garian in exile'. 

Cohn-Bendit therefore began to speak 
as a 'Brilish observer'. (His speech was 
distorted by the press.) He interrupted 
the Mexican delegate, who had given a 
report allegedly by (he Cuban anarchists. 
In fact, this was not the real anarchist 
movement; it was an exile group in 
Miami strongly sus|K:cted of being under 
American domination, and associated 
with neo-fascist elements. Cohn-Bendit 
pointed out that this was obviously not 
the Cuban anarchist movement; he did 


this country; though here loo there is 
the need to make a sharp division be¬ 
tween the advanced liberal—who wishes 
to adjust himself to society as it exists, 
in a freer fashion—and (he revolutionary, 
who wishes lo change society. If wc arc 
capable of creating the nucleus of a revo¬ 
lutionary anarchist movement with grass 
roots, we can think in lerms of inicr- 
nalional action. 


iNTKKNATlONfAl. SHCRETAKIAI AFB. 


advance royahies on his German book, 
tjbbged in exchange for the Commissar 
paying for the wine. There were no 
British cops, however. 

Exceptional hospitality from local 
Anarchists was also leccived: and inci¬ 
dentally a fascist who tried to plant a 
bomb in the Congress was found out and 
considerably roughed up by the local 
quarrymen. 


FOOTHOTES OH CARRARA 


T HL AnarchiM fongress planned 
ibe Preparatory ( iintmission in Parii 
was held on August 31 and foUowiiTg 
days in Carrara. ( arrara is D marble 
quarrying town, with old anarchist tradi¬ 
tions going back lo the Internal ional It 
is said that a third of the population arc 
anarchist; their s>'mpa.thics arc cciiamly 
anarchistic, much as those in Welsh 
mining towns arc si>cialistic or com¬ 
munistic, though it would be a mistake 
to assume that ai. a result they are revo¬ 
lutionary. The ideas base gained an in¬ 
fluence beyond the dcgtec of militancy 
existing, and Carrara itself is an intercsl- 
ing example of how mere 'propaganda' 
on its own. however necx*ssary, however 
clTectivc, can in the end fail io he success¬ 
ful when it becomes part of the daily 
routine rather than an incentive to action. 


not support Castro, on the contrary he 
pointed out that ihe majority of the real 
Cuban anarchist movement was still there 
in Cuba fighting against C astro’s dictatur- 
sbip. They were not in Miami living 
upon American handouts. 

Joyey.x (France) took the platform and 
launched tnio a demagogic invective 
against 'adventurists' in general and 
Cohn-Bendit in particular. It was rather 
a display by Joyeux of his complete lack 
of undersliinding of anarchism. He de¬ 
nounced those who were 'bastardising' 
anarchism by associating with Marxists 
Cohn-Bendit returned to explain hjs posi¬ 
tion, This had been made clear already 
by Lcbcl (Switzerland). We were against 
American and Soviet I ni pc rial ism; and 
it was the inomcnl when wc should 
demanstraie oui solidarity not just 
morally but by facts with the Negro 
revolutionaries. The worst thing that 
could happen to anarchism would be lo 
become an institution. Revolutionary 
institutions acted as a brake upon revo¬ 
lution. We had to break with institu¬ 
tionalism and to bring forward Ihe idea 
of spontaneous organisation 

Tills was rcaflirmed by Christie, who 
asked how anyone could condemn Cohn- 
Bendit in the name of 'purity' for asso¬ 
ciating with revolutionary Marxist groups 
in the tight against capitalism; when Mrnit- 
seny had associated with the CP, Liberals, 
Catholics and what else m order to 
bolster up capitalism against iRe workers 

These arguments however did not pre¬ 
vail against the phnlanx of delegates who 
had already been rcpresCTitcd on the 
Preparatory Commission who wanted a 
Fedcrutjory of Federations lo be created, 
and who insisted that the constitution of 
the Congress was already worked out. 
In the meantime Long discussions went 
on amongst the revolutionary wing out¬ 
side the Congress; so far as we could 
see, the Congress only proposed to read 
out reports of the historical past, and 
vastly magnified and glorified accounts 
of the importance of the movement m 
various countries which simply were not 
true and Largely represented the dreams 
of exiles. Accordingly, on the Monday, 
shortly after the Congress opened, when 
the agenda was discussed with the usual 
parliamentary procedure moving from 
one point to another, Christie rose lo 
state that we regarded the set-up as 
farcical, and that with the vital and 
dynamic elements absent we were with¬ 
drawing, The Swiss delegate made a 
similar speech and a second Swiss dele¬ 
gate made a speech from Noir ^ Rouge, 
saying that ihe anarchist international 
should be something in accord with the 
facts of the world revolutionary move¬ 
ment. It could only be achieved in 
action, and in fact had been so amongst 
many Spanish, Italian, French and 
English comrades for many years; bui 
one did not need this sort of a con¬ 
ference where one was obliged to divide 
nationally. We should unite on bases oi 
unity of action and not on the accidents 
of geography. That is why they con¬ 
demned the notion of a national move¬ 
ment in exile, unable to carry on the 
struggle in the land where it is living. 
Wc could hardly tolerate a situation 
where pro-Yankee Cubans and ex- 
Ministers like Montseny were included, 
and comrades who were alleged to be 
outside the pale of organisation were 
excluded. As anarchists wc were in soli¬ 
darity with the action of the FUL in 
Spain, the Brilish participation in the 
Rank ^ File Movement, of propaganda 
by deed and dimci action all over the 
world- Wc are agai nst an anarch ism hark¬ 
ing back to Proudhon, wu I h bureaucrats of 
the CNT and US I reproducing old hierar¬ 
chical structures in the movement. Our 
aim is not ihe struggle for anarchism as on 
abstraa idea! but a revolutionary move¬ 
ment with the most libertarian character 
possible. TTiat is why wc prefer to work 
with large numbers of revolutionaries 
some of whom might nut bear our anar¬ 
chistic label, rather than with certain 
bureaucrats for whom the only ihing that 
made them anarchists was the use of the 
label itself. 
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ANOTHER CONGRESS 

Soflo: me Sham Solidarity 


<TM POSED UNANIMITY. coiUrr^lled 
discussions, empty cries of friendship 
are not substitutes for critical analyses 
of the forces of and the 

means and strategy of combating them.' 
This is part of the communique of 
July JO Signed by scores of oganisations 
of the New Left and Socialist 'heretics' 
at the IXfh World Youth Festival in 
Soda. By the second day the aniL 
authoritarian left had experienced the 
full extent of the manipulation in favour 
of the orthodox views of European 
Communism. The biggest question mark 
was, and still h, what the hell did 
the Bulgarians think they were up to? 
Did they really hope to present a front 
of youthful 'Solidarity, Peace and Friend¬ 
ship' to the world? The student situ¬ 
ation in the West today bean little 
resemblance to that of 1962 when the 
last World Youth Festival was held, in 
Helsinki. !f the Intemationa) Prepara* 
tory Committee had made the moat 
cursory study of the student situation 
over the last few years, they would 
have seen that shoving paternalism down 
our throats only scrv'cs to radicalize and 
unite us. 

Thus by the end of the Festival an 
ultra-left 'Add the Fourth Motto Move¬ 
ment’* had emerged combining such 
disparate elements as the Sozialistischcr 
Deutscher Studentenbund (SDS>, Yugo¬ 
slav and Czech students, our own 
Young Liberals, and other organisations 
from dozens of delegations. The official 
Festival newspaper continued to come 
out with such banal headlines as 'The 
Youth of the World are (sic) Solid\ 
when the only cement was opposition 
to Ameri^^n intervention in Vietnam, 

Events in France, the German Federal 
Republic, and Czechoslovakia this year 
had obviously made the Bulgarian 
authorities very nervous about the 
Festival, and all young people without 
proper delegation credentials, especially 
if they didn't wear dark suits, short 


LLIAM MORRIS is for some 
people an anachronism, a send* 
mentalisi, a utopian, a bore, a fool, 
a joke, a fake, and so on—')ust as be was 
in his own lifetime. For others he is now 
—as be also was then—a iragk example 
of a fine artist and poet who sold his 
birthright for a pot of message by 
going into politics and actually becoming 
a socialist. But for many he is still a 
great man. still all of a piece, still 
worth looking at whole; this is especially 
true of socialists, from the extreme right 
to the extreme left-—social demoermta, 
Communists. Christians and anarchists. 
For many be is in fact the greatest 
socialist this country has produced, pre¬ 
cisely because he was an arltst and 
poet before and after he became a 
propagandist, a romantic before and 
after he became a revolutionary, precisely 
because he expressed in his life and his 
work the conviction that socialism 
meant sorncthuig more than a mere 
rearrangement of economic organisation 
These will find a new paperback edition 
of Three Works by William Morris 
particularly valuable, for it contains 
the trio of imaginative writings ex¬ 
pressing his socialist principles — A 
Dream of John Bedl, The FUgrims of 
Hope, and News from Nowhere —well 
as an interesting introduction by A, L. 
Monon (Lawrence and Wishart, lOs. 6d.). 

All kinds of socialists claim to be 
heirs of William Morris, but the pro- 
bale of history must surely award his 
political legacy to the Communists, as 
Morton aigucs, foUowing the studies 
by Page Arnot (1925) and Edward 
Thompson (1955). Morris called himself 
a socialist but also a communist: 'Be¬ 
tween complete Socialism and Commu¬ 
nism there is no difference whatsoever 
in my mind.' Moreover, he was an 
explicit Marxist. He frequently and 
deliberately acknowledged his debt to 
Marx, and hji own writings arc full 
of clear and definite reflections of 
Marxist doctrine. When he left the 
Social-Democratic Federation in 18fl4 he 
did not cease to be a Marxist: on the 
conlrary. he broke with Hyndman after 
consultation with Marx's alter ego, 
Engcla, and in company with Marx's 
daughter, Eleanor. In 1890 he was 
forced out of the Socialist League by 
the anarchisia who had taken it over, 
and in 1894 he explained 'Why I am 
a Communist' to the readers of the 
anarchist'paper Uherty. 

But hb communism was not orthodox 
by later standards. He was a Marxist, 
but he would hardly have been a 
Leninist, and certainly not a Trotskyist, 
Stalinist. Maoist, Castroisl. and so on. 
He soon broke with Engels and Eleanor 
Mam as well as Hyndman because of 
their parliamentarian and conspiratorial 
ttndencjes. and he was always as much 
opposed to dishonest and dlitist as to 


hair, and nice white shirts, were to be 
kept out of the country. Unfortunately, 
very few, if any, of the delegates were 
provided with credcnliafs before they 
left for the Festival, so that large 
numbers of actual delegates, travelling 
independently to Sofia, were turned back 
at the frontier. Significantly, these in¬ 
cluded the official delegates of I'Union 
Nationale dcs Etudiants de France 
(UNEF), a group of Czechs who had 
woiked from Prague, and many Ameri¬ 
cans. The present writer has direct 
evidence of this, as he encountered 
many of these at the Dimkrovgrad road 
and rail checkpoints. Apparently, 
beards were considered a good index 
of dangerous opinions! 

The rift within the British delegation 
with the conservative Young Communist 
L^ue on one side, and the Young 
Liberals and independent-minded on the 
other, became plain as early as the 
opening parade, when the latter wished 
to fly the Cuban flag but were prevented 
from doing so by the former, The 
Yugoslav and Czech delegations in their 
colourful and chaotic groups were in 
complete contrast with the slilT uni¬ 
formed ranks of the other East European 
countries. Enthusiastic chants of 'Dub- 
cek! Dubcekl* arose from several 
quarters in the new Levski Stadium, 
There were other headaches for Moscow, 
however. A large number of young 
East Germans somehow entered Sofia, 
and wanted no contact with their own 
country's delegation. Many were put 
up 'illegally' in other delegations’ buiid- 


wouldn’t have lasted very long in the 
Labour Party, but he wouldn’t have 
lasted much longer in the Communist 
Party. Nor indeed did he last very 
long with the anarch bis, and he always 
insisted on the necessity of 'laws of 
some kind—either political laws, insti¬ 
tuted by the citizens in public assembly, 
as of old by folk-moots, or if you 
will by real councils or parliaments of 
the people, or by social customs growing 
up from the experience of society’. 
Nevertheless, we can at least claim that 
Morris was very much a libertarian 
rather than an authoritarian communist, 
and we shall therefore reject attempts 
to assimilate him to the Party Line of 
the last fifty years—though it must be 
said that Morton's attempt to do so 
b reasonable and restrained, and is a 
good introduction to the three works 
in questbn. He is after all well known 
as the author of many books which 
have followed the Party Line but have 
been read far beyond it, from A People's 
History of England to The English 
Utopia. He is in fact a good example 
of what could be called a 'Morris man' 
—a very English but highly romantic 
socialist of an eccentric Marxist type 

—olhent being Christopher Hill and 

Edward Thompson, 

The three works reprinted in this 
collection were all written in a hurry 
for serial publication in Morris’s paper, 
The Commonweal, and they represent 
socialist views of the past, the present, 
and the future. A Dream of John Bail 
(1886-1887) has Morris travelling back 

in a dream lo the Peasants' Revolt of 
1181, joining the Men of Kent and 
listening to and talking with the idco* 

logical leader John Ball. A serious 
obstacle to modern enjoyment of the 
story U the mock-medieval language 
of the dialogue, but once this is over¬ 
come there is a convincing impression 
of the Middle Agc« a:i Morris would have 
liked jl to have been, and there is 
also a profound analysis of the problems 
of the revolutionary movement in this 
country during the last six hundred 
years—ai when his hero ponders 
how men fight and lose the battle, and 
the thing that they fougbl for comes 
about in spile of (heir defeat, and 
when it comes turns out not to be 
what they meant, and other men 
have lo fight for what they meant 
under another name 

77ic Pilgrims of flope (1885-1886) is 
the only one of Morria's many poetic 
romances which dealt with conicmpora^ 
life, its hero being an English socialist 
who fights ill the Paris Commune of 
187L The obsiade to modern enjoy¬ 
ment of the poem is this time the 
emotional Victorian flavour of the verse, 
and there arc also chronological con¬ 
fusions and some intrusive autobio¬ 
graphical echoes. But 'The Mcjisagc 

^ ^ Ij; .-+lU_ »*^,-*l* 


ings including our own Also, some of the 
Hungarian and Rumanian students look 
part in the unofficial teach-ins of the 
Fourth Motto movement- 

Stricl security arrangements were made 
about the Czechs. They were housed 
in the Festival village of Durvenitsa, far 
aw-ay from the other East European 
delegations, to avoid contamination, and 
visitors were barred from the building. 
We succeeded in meeting some of the 
students at night and found out that 
many Czechs were still being kept at 
the frontier and that a lorry-load of 
exhibition equipment, duplicating ap¬ 
paratus and copies of the Action Pro¬ 
gramme had been stolen by the border 
authorities. Some broadsheets of the 
Union of University Students had been 
brought in unnoticed. One of them, 
'What Arc the Aims of Czech and Slovak 
Students?’ included the following: 

, we don’t forget that our duty 
is to rank ourselves to the left of 
[the liberalizing] process, to be con¬ 
sistent socialists and democrats, to 
establish conditions under which students 
of Czechoslovakia, after years of silence, 
become the real poliiicai power in our 
life . . , wc understand the fight of leftist 
students in the West and we should like to 
unite our strength with iheirs for the ideas 
of socialism should penetrate in these 
countries. We wish to support students 
and youth in the socialist countries of 
Europe in their creative efforts.' (My 
italics.) This last is particularly interest¬ 
ing if one reads between the lines. 

On the second day of the Festival the 


reading (aloud, like all Morris's poetry), 
and there is a rare self-portrait of 
Morris as the man who converts the 
hero to socialism—'the grizzled man’ who 
. . . rose, thickset and short, and 
dressed in shabbly blue . . . 

He spoke, were it well, were it ill, as 
though a message be bore, 

A word that he coidd not refrain from 
many million of men . . . 

Of man without almaster, and earth 
without a strife. 

And every soul rejbicing in ihc sweet 
and bitter of life. 

News from Nowhere (1890) has Morris 
travelling forward in a dream to the 
socialist paradise of the twenty-first cen¬ 
tury. and discovering jl^ow it came about 
and how it works. It is probably 
the best known of Morris’s works, now 
that The Earthly Paradise is almost 
forgotten. There is little to say about 
it which Morton doesn’t say very well 
himself; it is after all one of the most 
straightforward things ^Morris wrote, ai\d 
one of the easiest to read. But it is 
worth adding that, asi^ropotkm pointed 
out in his obituary of (Morris (Freedom, 
November 1896), News from Nowhere 
is 'perhaps the most thoroughly and 
deeply Anarchistic conception of future 
society that has ever been written’. 
Despite Morris’s insistence on the neces¬ 
sity of some kind of government in a 
community, there is ntme in his picture 
of (he community he pould really have 
liked to see: despite his quarrel with 
the anarchists and bis repudiation of 
anarchism, there is no other word for 
his beautiful dream. 'And if others can 
see it as I have seen jt,’ he ended, 'then 
it may be called a yisinn rather than 
a dream.’ 

Morris said himself that 'the only 
safe way of reading a utopia is to 
consider it as the fxpression of the 
temperament of its jauihor’, and the 
temperament exprcsseii in these three 
works is what makes Morris our greatest 
socialist. It is good to have them in 
a convenient form, when the Penguin 
selection, edited by Asa Briggs (1%3), 
which is easy to get hold of, has only 
exiracla from The PUgtims of Hope and 
News from Nowhere and omils A Dream 
of John ikilf altogether, aud the None¬ 
such selection edited by H. Cole 

(1934), which includes them all, is 
difficult lo hold of They arc well 
worth reading after eighty years, and 
togeihcf they make qp ihc best intro¬ 
duction lo the thought of the man 
who earned this obituary from a Lan¬ 
cashire branch of the Social-Democratic 
Federation: 

Comrade Morris h not dead llicrc is 
not a Socmlist living who bclivo him 
dead for he Lives in heart of 
all true men and women still and 
will do so to the end of time. 

EOL 


German SDS and many other groups 
had an unofficial demonstration in front 
of the American Embassy in Sofia. 
This was. in fact, an event of great 
significance, as it was a direct confron¬ 
tation between the New Left and 
established Socialism on the latter's own 
terr i tory. Over forty cou n l ri cs were 
represented in the demo’, including Latin 
Americans, Czechs and Hungarians. The 
Bulgarian police had thoroughly block¬ 
aded the road past the Embassy, so 
the demonstrators contented themselves 
with marching, arms linked, round the 
group of buildings near the Embassy, 
shouting revolutionary slogans. 

The SDS organized a teach-m which 
was rapidly broken up by a Bulgarian 
crowd which had gathered.'spontaneously 
in sympathy' with the demonstration. 
The front row of this group were large 
tough-looking men in dark suits. A 
gun-belt was observed on one of them 
during a scuffle with an Iranian who 
was translating the proceedings into 
Russian for the benefit of Sofia’s citi¬ 
zens. These men, who frequently ap¬ 
peared as if from nowhere during our 
teach-ins. became known sarcastically 
as 'Spontaneous Bulgarian Workers' 
(SBWs). Besides these men, it seemed 
that one man in ten was a uniformed 
policeman. We were told ibaU for 
the Fesiivab all the whores were moved 
out, and many country police brought 
in. 

On July 31 Karl Dietrich Wolff. Pre.si- 
dent of the SDS. read out a communique 
signed by many organizations deploring 
the manipulation of the Festival, in¬ 
cluding the bad treatment of groups like 
the French UNEF and the Iranian 
Students Union (CISNU) who were 
leaving m protest. Later that day a 
speaker from the Greek Lambrakis 
Youth (a rival group to the orthodox 
communists) was physically attacked by 
SBWs when he tried to speak at a 
meeting 'in solidarity with the people 
and youth of Greece’. That evening a 
special policy meeting of the anti- 
authoritarians was held in the West 
German delegation building under a 
state of seige by SWBs. (A group of 
the British delegation, including the 
present writer, had to enter like burglars 
by ladder through a cellar.) 

An ugly incident occurred outside the 
Chinese Embassy when some students, 
including K.. D. Wolff, came out with 
Chinese pamphlets. Members of the 
Western Press filming the confiscation 
of these pamphlets were beaten up and 
had their cameras smashed by SBWs, 

On several occasions wc were told 
that entry lo the so-called 'Free Tribunes’ 
on student and youth politics was by 
tickets only, but tickets were nqt avail¬ 
able, Despite many empty seats we 
were not allowed in. However, Poles. 
Russians, etc., were let in without fuss. 

K. D. Wolff complained about mani¬ 
pulation of the speakers’ lists at these 
discussions, which prompted a Bulgarian 
delegate to accuse Wolff and the SDS 
of fascism. As Wolff approached the 


W E ARE NOT a political party and 
wc don’t want to become one. We 
are nnt people looking for votes or 
running for office. We are a committee 
of rank and file trade unionists and stu¬ 
dents who are convinced that the attempt 
to change society by electing Govern¬ 
ments has proved a failure. 

Governments come and Governments 
go—Inil the exploitation of the workers 
goes on unchanged. We always remain 
at the bottom of the heap with the rich 
living well off the profits derived from 
our labmuH. 

rhe May Day C ornmittce is convinced 
that nothing will ever change funda¬ 
mentally umd ordinary people them¬ 
selves, through their own organisations— 
trade union.s. shop and raclory com- 
milices, tenants committees, teachers and 
students committees—dispossess the capi¬ 
talists, take over society and run it co¬ 
operatively, democratically, and without 
armies, p<diecnicn and prisons. 

f)ur prill 111 ry ulin is lo pci-suxide people 
ihrougit met-tiiigs mid nil soHk of pni- 
pngnitilii -thai Nudi ii fundiimeiiiul eliiiiige 
in society is both iicecssiiry mid possible. 

It will mean a great change in outlook 
—for we have nil been brought up to 
believe thai Oldinary people are not fit 
to do such things. We have all been 
taught to take orders, lo rely on t^dili- 
cinns, and to leave decision-making to 
Governments. 

The trade unions are ill-fitted for the 


platform to answer this slander he was 
attacked by a group of SBWs, had his 
glasses broken, and was dragged from 
the hall. The Czechs issued a strongly- 
worded protest about this and other 
incidents, while the Bulgars refused to 
apologise. 

The final violation of open discussion 
occurred at the major icach-in on 
'Tactics and Strategy against Imperialism' 
organised by the Rjurth Motto Move¬ 
ment (as wc had now become). This was 
by far the most interesting political 
event of the Festival. The international 
Preparatory' Committee allowed us the 
use of one of the University ledure 
halls with facilities for simultaneous 
trartslations. and we provided our own 
interpreters. The atmosphere was ex* 
iremeJy tense, with a large number of 
SBWs present. Moscow's opportunist 
foreign policy {e.g. aid to the Shah 
of Persia) was attacked. Pravda accused 
of printing lies, and China's Cultural 
Revolution lauded. These ideas were 
countered by Russian and Bulgarian 
speakers. Many other important issues 
were discussed, including Black Power 
and the role of the student class in 
'educating’ the workers, and so forth, 

A pracsidium of five had been elected 
at the beginning and it was agreed that 
the tcach-in could continue as long 
as was desired by the majority. At 
1.30 a.m., however, after six hours, the 
Bulgar on the pracsidium came down 
to the microphone and announced that 
the meeting was closed, wtlhoui con¬ 
sulting the rest of the pracsidium. When 
his speech was translated a vote was 
taken which clearly shewed that we 
were in favour of continuing. The 
Bulgar, nonetheless, persisted in his de¬ 
mand, while SBWs spread round the 
room cat-calling, clapping and banging 
[he tables. The microphones were cut 
off. In spite of this, the British delegate 
(Chris Gilmore of the Radical Student 
Alliance and a Communist) furiously 
denounced Ihe Bulgars for this 'un¬ 
democratic' behaviour. A Yugoslav stu¬ 
dent followed suit. The Yugoslav 
students had voted previously to walk 
out of the Festival: but the delegation 
as a whole had decided to remain, 

while publishing the fiercest and most 
specific criticisms of the Festival, which 
showed that 'the aLtainment of the goals 
of the 9th World Festival is seriously 

hindered, and in certain instances even 
prevented, as a consequence of the effort 
to impose upon the Festival certain 
concepts of a narrow ideological and 
sectarian unity’. 

We voted to 'close the teach-vu under 
great prolesl\ U was said that the 

obstruction by the Bulgars was lo pre¬ 
vent a speech by the Czech representa¬ 
tive, but this has not been substantiated. 
In any event it had an unforeseen 

effect on those present (even some 
orthodox communists) who were sickened 
by this manifestation of repressive 
bureaucratic paternalism. Wolff said to 
me next day: 'There will be no more 
festivals'. He was referring to festival 
of this type. What about a libertarian 
Fourth Motto conference? 

Sofia P.R.A.S. 

August 1968 

*The Cubans had suggested the addition 
of ihe slogan * Revolutionary Struggle' 
to the officiai Festival ones of * Soli¬ 
darity, Peace and Friendship". This 
had been ignored. The Cubans refused 
to participate. 


great task of reconstructing society, Ihctr 
job up to now has been to get us a few 
crumbs from the rich man’s table—and 
today they don't even do that very well! 
They have accepted the system as such 
and are, in the main, as bureaucratic and 
dictatorial as all the other insliluLions in 
capitalist society. For our fellow trade 
unionists wc therefore pul forward the 
following ideas:— 

L Complete indopenttcnce of the trade 
unions from the State mid from all 
poliiicai parties. 

2. Aciion in support of any group of 
workers wlio muy coitie into conflict 
with the Govemnient’s wugc freeze 
policy. 

3. Rank und Hie control of llie unioii.s. 
Reduclion In the numbers and the 
powers ot truiie union olfidals. No 
tierimmcni oHiciuls, All workers to 
panicipiite 111 trade union admini.slra^ 
lion nl nil levels. Greater uulononvy 
for shop floor nrganisalioiis with Itie 
right (o federate with .similar oigaui- 
siUioii.s for Ihe better pnisecution of 
the cointuon struggle. 

4* Against all forms of racialism—for 
solidarity and brolhcrhood among all 
workers against the conuiion enemy 
—the ciipilttlisl system- 
If you arc interested in helping to for¬ 
ward thCvSC ideas contact 

The May Day Coniinitfec, 

29 J^lVC Walk. I .nndmn S F ^ 


WILLIAM MORRIS LIVES! 



Aims of the MAY DAY COMMITTEE 






FIFTH COLUMN 


WELCOME TO THE CONFEREMCE 


I^OW THAT ANARCHISTS ARE becoinmg (he iiiain opironctils ol 
governiiK^iit^H and are used as sciipegoats by gavcniiiiental spokesmen, 
where sni'h iipposirion is still etnbiyoftk li hecoiiies tteeess^iry for those 
who propagate anarchism to put for>vard the stmngesf pivssihlc case in 
defence of our ideas and in furthering our aims* ft is no coincidence that 
de Cpaiilks llrezhnev, Ckorge Wallace, Hubert Humphrey, Ceorge Thomas 
and tiale <if the P<dice Fedenitif>n have, within the sniie month, SEiigled 
anarchists (uit fetr iittack. We are dangerous to the Slate, wherever we are* 
Where %ve are only potentially dangerous we are still Authority's Enemy 
No, I. Even if the accns:itioiis are monstriius, as in the case of the recent 
Welsh lioiiib e\|»l<»ston, where Thomas simply put Ihe lilaiue on the 
anartlusts, it is an indication as to who Authority fears most 

In this country ‘Freedom' is the only consistent voice (»f anarchism in 
the printed word. We have always striven to oppose Authority to the 
best of our ability . When pressures are great and anarchists are under 
attack, our voice and opposition should increase in volume. We take our 
joh sc'ri(nis]>, and at times like this we feel that we cannot through hick 
iA space, give as g4iod as we get 

We feel that there is much good will towards our paper from readers 
and comrades* We feel that more should he done to help us. We want 
people to write for us, and sell the paper* There arc not enough public 
meetings. In Glasgow alone, in the past, 75(1 copies at the paper were 
sold by one group abme. Now the entire Anarchist Federatitm of Britaim 
with its 62 listed branches, sells the pitiful ligure of about 500 copies* 


We realise that this has come about while there was little interest in 
anarchism—but this situation has now changed* We do not wish to recri¬ 
minate, and readily accept our part of the lilatne, and pi>int to shortage 
of space and the difliculty of accomniodattng the iuternai atfairs of a small 
movement and the intrigues of b<ired individuals with the duties of a 
revolutionary publication. 

We have "this request to inake to the assembled comrades at Liveqiool, 
Help IIS to incrcuse our sales by at least 5,000 copies* We, on our part 
will produce the piiper every week and increase the piiges to six. Of 
course we will ako increase our editorial content, and to this end we are 
calling a ‘Freedmn’ Writers' Conference at the l>eginning of next year, 

Tiie AFB Conference has come at just the right time for the movement, 
which is dearly frowlng. We think that, whereas it was right in the past 
to do without a National Secretariat, there is now need for at least Regie nal 
Secretariats to be set up. We no longer wish to carry^ on the work of the 
AFB, as in the past. The AFB must have a life of its own* The work 
ahead of us is tremendous* We are prep;ired to work day and night* We 
are sure that comrades arc willing to do their share* 

In order to show comrades what the paper would look like regularly, 
we have produced this enlarged issue* But this is already straining our 
resources, and it' makes ns angry that ONE newspaper seller at ONE 
railway station s^ds more copies of ONE evening jewspaper than ihe 
entire circulation of ‘Freedom' from here to Japan, 

EDITORS* 


Concrete Pro/H)sals 
Wanted 

Dear Comrades, 

Ttic cnticism osiially heard of Fri nixjM 
is lhal il is loo much a newsletter for the 
initiated. Cenamly such a thing is ncccS’ 

‘We will not be 
intimidated’ 

rym SIX COMR.-VDES WHO WERE 
T arrested on charges of as-sault, ob¬ 
struction and insulting behaviour during 
a police swoop on a libcriarian pub in 
Hornsey were duly tried and convicted 
last week at Mi^hgote Magistrates* CourL 
Fines totalling £9() were iniposed. 

However this should not dcier anyone 
from pleading "Not Guilty' following a 
wrongful arresi (can there be a rightful 
arrcKt in (hfS soctctylX The pcdicc were 
KQ ludieroLii when i^iving evidenee that 
Mime of them even blushed ihemselves. 
The magistrate chose to ignore the fact 
that the police wrongly identified one of 
the accused When a policeman was 
asked why the accused had been 
asked which one of them was Stuart 
Christie—when in fact he had not been 
involved in the incident—his amateur 
but obviously rehearsed denial that he 
even knew of his existence was so 
pathetic that even his colleagues squirmed 
with embarrassment. 

it is a fruitful, if costly, experience to 
opt for trial as it shows the police up 
for what they are and makes a valuable 
contribution to the increasing public 
awareness that the police and those who 
endorse their corrupt and anti-social 
actions can neither be respected, trusted 
nor tolerated. 

If the left arc now the main target for 
police interest, taking precedence over 
the working class or the coloured com¬ 
munity, it is our duty to prove that we 
will not be mtimidated. 

P.G. 


Hold It! 
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sary and, as the movement develops, will 
be increasingly important, but a duph- 
calcd cITort restricted to our own dirty 
linen, self congratulation, and fratricide, 
could be more forthright and productive, 
Anyone interested? 

The space gained by this pruning of 
anictes, etc*, largely irrelcvanl to a casual 
reader (such as letten about the format 
of FreihxjmI)* could be used for more 
commentarj,^ and news items written from 
an anarchist viewpoint for just such an 
imaginary being. 

Most of the regular features arc very 
good, thanks are due to Nic Walter and 
Jack Robinson who consistently write 
intelligent and entertaining articles; the 
back page has improved considerably of 
laic as more comrades seem to share the 
burden of writing articles, H don't want 
to join the fruitless 'coniroversy* over 
front page/back page supremacy, but, is 
it not possible to print one side upside 
down so that sellers can feature the one 
they prefer?). 'Fifth Column’ may be 
controversial to some* but it is usually 
clear and consistent and, in Its w’ay* as 
enjoyable as the regular pieces by Arthur 
Moysc—they all make it more of a news¬ 
paper 

All criticisms are obviously linked to 
lack of funds, and it is in rectifying this 
that all of us who offer our opinions 


LETTERS 


should apply the btilk of our energy. The 
Moving and Premises Funds seem to 
have stuck well below targets, these need 
to be reached bcTore radical or even 
moderate changes boost sales, c.g. re¬ 
gular 8-pagers» more illustrations and 
photographs, can bw made. To this end 
1 suggest groups commit themselves to a 
fund-raising activir specifically for Free- 

Marriage Epidemic 

Dear Comrades, 

There seems to have been an outbreak 
of weddings and proposed weddings in 
this area recently. Amongst those intend¬ 
ing are some professed Anarchists and 
some with attitudes that way. It seems 
not a desperately important matter but 
if one greets two friends' announcement 
with amtisemeni one puts oneself in 
danger of being called narrow-minded. 

What does it m:utcr either way—do 
you have the right to make fun? There 
is the obvious an^ ver that participants 
UaV'c to chyoac bfftweciii state o." church 
and as libertarians rshoiiid have nothing 
to do with cither institution. I can see 
that there are pr(&suics, often family 


dom Press. It might even be an idea 
fguarantced to horrify some) for e%'ery 
group which advertises its existence in 
Freedom to agree to some small but 
dchnitc donation* to pay for the space 
used. 

Finally, 1 ho^ that as well as the usual 
criticism and 'tf 1 was producing Free* 
dom’ speeches* concrete proposals of help 
will also be offered at this year's 
Con ference. 

Yours fraternally* 

Har!ow KEmi Edwards-Nath an. 


ones, which could make some go through 
these. There is, however* another argu¬ 
ment against marriage. As Anarchists we 
are trying to break down all prejudices 
based on colour, class* etc,* not least those 
against illegitimate children and un¬ 
married mothers. The children of deli¬ 
berately unmarried parents will stand 
with those accidental 'children of love’. 
Some will say that they would bring up 
their children not to be prejudiced though 
they, the parents, are married, but, if 
their parents preach one thing and prac- 
fUe another^ will their childruo, r"sneci 
them? 

Fraternally* 

Pete Raymond. 
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T he various Committees of 100 have 
been virtually nun-ex is lent for some 
time now. All that has remained is an 
active group in the Midlands and a small 
group of survivors from the National 
Committee, who are still very active at 
Goodwin Street, They arc mainly con¬ 
cerned with Hiafra and Czechoslovakia. 
However Peter Cadogan and Brian Green 
hav’u now launched a new movement. 
It (s for Extra Parliamentary Democracy. 

The organisers say that they ^are not 
interested in the dogmatic elements of 
pacifism, socialism or anarchism, al¬ 
though all of these positions have, in 
other respects, coniribiUcd significantly 
to the tradition of thought and action 
of which we are part'. 

They believe that parliamentary demo¬ 
cracy is now a farce, and they aim at 
small-scale* local democracy. They in 
tend to 'start a group in and around 
Hampstead and Highgatc’, and invite 
those with similar ideas to start their 
own groups and committees wherever 
they happen to live, The gruup should 
be smalt* no more than 20 to 30. Whun 
il reaches its maximum size il should 
split in two. 

lire groups are to function non-slop, 
keeping in touch by telephone and per¬ 
sonal calls* With or without lormal 
meelings. The plan is a lit lie vague ns 
to what is actually lo he done hy these 
groups, though letters lo the local press 
and the production of local ncwslcticrs 
arc advocated Protest alone is not 
enough 

A list of questions these groups are to 
discuss is given, What are we to do with: 
the army* the police, local government, 
purl ill mem, the crown* ilxe universities, 
taxation, priiuns, the welfare state, the 
judiciary, the established church, the 
schools, etc.? 

All hough the idea of b)cut Iiilliarivcs 
and direct acliun have always heeii 
favoured by anarchists, the ideas pur for 
ward by Peter f adngan and Brian Green 
seem to lack definileness. There is a 
great deal of use of the word Ye volu¬ 


tion'. but nothing very practical is svjg- 
gested. There hav^e been, there still are, 
indeed there are more than ever before* 
local anarchist groups in London and 
provincial cities, and even in the country, 
which meet to discuss social questions 
and carry on small campaigns about this 
and that. Although there is no reason 
why other movements should not also 
start such groups, it hardly seems neces¬ 
sary to launch this scheme with a fanfare 
of trumpets, Without being discouraging, 
one must point out that none of this is 


new. One could also wish that Peter 
Cadogan would restrain his zeal in 
slaughtering ton paper) his friends and 
allies. Il comes ill from someone who 
merely proposes something that anar¬ 
chists and pacifists have been doing 
since about the late 1870s to pronounce 
the peace movement as dead. 

Anyway, those interested in Extra Par¬ 
liamentary Democracy should get in 
touch with Peter Cadogan or Brian Green 
at 13 Goodwin Street, N.4. Telephone: 

AW,U. 


We unmask Another Plot 


w 


E CAN NOW reveal the presence 
in every office, shop, warehouse, 
factory and workshop in Britain of a 
band of disgiuntied people w'ho have 
snfhcicfil know’ledgc gained by years of 
patient study to lake over Britain. 

7‘hese people l>car no loyalty to the 
proprietors of the industries which have 
made their owners great and wealthy hui 
lire only concerned with the work which 
they come to do. which they see only as 
a means to support themselves. 

However nvo.sl uf them are fully lmined 
in take over the business when the occa¬ 
sion arises, indeed many of (hem arc 
given full responsibility for the work they 
do. h this wise 

f)n ihe face oMt there tieems lo be no 
way tn prevent the people who work at 
a faclory frum occupying u and carrying 
on I he work. I’o ’vaek them would defeat 
the object of the esiahli.shmcni and vvmikl 


sabotage production. 

TTic intimate knowledge which this 
widespread group have gained of the 
running of affairs have made a take-over 
highly possible, if not probable. 

Attempts have been made, by those in 
authority, to automate and eliminate this 
class of trouble-makers. However it 
seems unlikely (and uneconomic) that a 
complete elimination of these people will 
be possible. It is understood that not 
ojdy have they succeeded in gaining 
control (ill all but name) hut they also 
have economic power in their dual role 
as consumcni. Scotland Yard is helpless, 
Meanw'hilc these people are freely 
entering every day establishments of vital 
production—factories and workshops— 
and. we arc gi%'cn to understand, fields, 
Whai are YDU doing about it? 

Wake Up Britain! 

Jack Spratt, 


Deciare 
your Interest I 

RUSSIAN invasion of Czecho- 
^ sloA'akm and the police terror m 
Chicago during the Democratic Party 
convention have this in common: both 
operations involved ihc use of massive 
force to overcome predominantly non¬ 
violent opposition; both operations weno 
overwhelmingly successful in ihcir pri¬ 
mary objective—and both were major 
political blunders. 

.As the tanks rolled into Prague and 
Daley’s Pigs lashed out with their clubs 
the world watched on television. In 
Czechoslovakia the prepared jusiificalion 
of the invasion was suppiesscd by loyal 
journalists. In Chicago scores of re¬ 
porters and cameramen were themselves 
clubbed as they recorded the brutaUiy. 

In Britain wc are unlikely to see 
such inefficient public relations. Poli¬ 
ticians, the bourgeois press and the 
police themselves are already softening 
u‘, up for whatever may happen in 
London on October 27, 

Several MPs have demanded UiuL (he 
demonstration be banned because o!. the 
possibility of v/Wcnce, 

Certain newspapers, including Tfte 
Times, have claimed to unravel sinister 
pints involving small groups of mtUtanr 
extremists who arc planning to disrupt 
communications and law and order while 
the 6,0lJ0 police are dealing with the 
demon St rat ion. The Evetiiitg News has 
w^arned that dangerous foreign stfidenis 
are likely lo come to l.ondon disguised 
as tourists. The Times in a leading 
article has said that there is no right 
to riot. 

The police have been raiding people's 
homes and offices—looking for Molotov 
cockutih. And the chairman of the 
Police Federation has talked of a cam¬ 
paign by a srmtli body of anarchists lo 
di^redit the police by provoking them 
at demonstrations. 

Be tween now and October 27 wc can 
expect more propaganda of this kind. 
The authorities stand to gain from it 
in two ways. First some people may 
be deicrred from joining the demon- 
straliun if they expect it to be violent. 
Secondly whatever police violence there 
is will be presented as essentially de¬ 
fensive. 

The chairman of the Police Federation 
Mr. Reginald Gale is clearly aware of 
the impOTtance of i\\\% second poVoi; 
The only way these people can dis¬ 
credit us h by using violence against 
the police in the hope they can be 
made to rciatiaic.' 

Now Mr. Gale knows that the police 
force is not exactly non-violent. So 
do we. So do a number of people 
who have fallen down steps in police 
stations. But he is * obviously right 
in his assumption that the majority 
see the police as a peaceful body of 
men who dislike violence. 

Mr. Gale is also right in thinking 
that anarchists want to discredit the 
police and that provoking them to 
violence is an excellent method of doing 
so. 

We do not see the police as guardians 
of peace, order and libert>\ We see 
them protecting the interests of the 
ruling class* imposing the regulations 
of the slate, hunting down its enemies. 
Wc watch them help to break strikes 
and carry out evictions: arrest hash 
smokers and booksellers; and at political 
demonstrations suppress anything, vio¬ 
lent or non-violent, which challenges the 
authority of the state. 

We have an obvious interest in help¬ 
ing to create situations where the police 
openly attack the people they are sup¬ 
posed to be defending. The more 
violence the police use the more hosiiliiy 
they arouse. One swipe with a inm- 
eheon in front of a television camera 
is worth hundreds of kicks in the ribs 
in dark alleys and police stations. 

So vve agree with Mr. Gale: wc arc 
trying to discredit the police: wc are 
trying to provoke them to violence. One 
disagreement though: using violence 
against the police is not the only way 
to do il. In fact the most effective 
way of tarnishing the bright blue image 
of the police is to challenge them 
without violence'—and let them do the 
fighting. 

Mr. Gale knows this. Which is one 
reason why he is so anxious that 
t>eople should believe his story about 
agitators planning violence. Unfonu- 
naicly he may be right- 

WvAFORD Hicks. 


With regard to 
Subscriptions 


Postage iin Inland subscripiiuns is now 
increased by Id, on each ctipy of Fwri ikjm 
nnd ttuitch\\ and adds more to our 
weekly prtHluction costs than our finances 
will bear. AM new subscript inns and 
renewals frorn now on will therefore 
he: 


Frei DOM only one year 33/4 

Anarchy only one year 27/- 

FRREDOM/,4;tijrc/jy combined 54/4 
These increases da not affect overseas 
subscript ions* and subscript ion-s already 
paid in advance* as some are well into 
1969, will be fulfilled at the old rates. 






















NUR Rank ond 


File Rebel 


JT WOULD APPEAR THAI Ihe 
leadership of the National Union 
of Railwaynien (NIIR) under Sidney 
Greene have the possibie beginnings 
of a revolt on their hands. Both the 
North London District NUR and 
Manchester arc very critical of 
the recentU negotiated prtxluciivity 
agreement/ Under the terms of the 
agreement railwaynren will receive a 
7Vu pay rise BUT in return they 
must give greater flexibility and 
abolition of restrictive practices 
whatever the latter may mean. 
Arising from the agreement, 5.000 
redundancies will take place again 
BUT biHh rail way men and British 
Railways realise that the figure could 
be nearer 70*000 in the next two or 
three years. 

According to the assistant general 
secretary of the NUR* the executive 
have decided there should be a tem¬ 
porary pause in the discussions at 
local level* pending clarification of 


Tbii column 6ici»(s ^o^ mutual tid. 
OoDAttouA lowmniji cost of typoteltioi 
idl] ba wiloam«H 


Liberation News Service—Europe. Is 5 ue 
No. 3 from 30 Holland Park GardenSt 
W,H. News you eannot find any¬ 
where else. 

Omell: 4 volume Cofircted Es^ay/s. Jour¬ 
nals and Lefters^ cd. Sonia Orwell 
and Ian Angus, to be published 
Sepicmher 30. Orders received with 
cash by Scpteinber 26 can be sup- 
plied ai the pre-pubJication price of 
£& (please add 6/- postage), fLater 
price £10 or 50^* per volume). Free¬ 
dom Bookshop. 

Unifed Libcrturiflii Croups* B urines 
meeting and working group (posters, 
placards for October demonstration). 
Sunday, Septerfiber 29, 4 p.m., 84a 
Whitechape] High Street. EJ. 

Birmingham Discussion Meefings* Tues¬ 
days at 7.30 p.m. Venue usually at 
The Crown. Corporation Street. Fur¬ 
ther information from Peter Neville, 
c.'o Peace Action Centre. Factory 
Road, Birmingham. 19. (S.A.E.) 

September 24, * Attitudes to Vietnam'. 
October 1 Godfrey Webs ten *The 
Nature of Social Mass Movements'. 
October 8. Mike Sheridan: 'The 
October Demonstration", 

Young Fattiily wants information about 
communities, agriculture* jobs, help* 
anj'where. Contact Anthony Webb* 
Addfsford Cott, Dolton, Winklcigb. 
Devon. 

nic Cry pi. 242 Lancaster Road, WJJ. 
September 25, 8 p.m . 2/6d. The 
People Band, October 2, 8 p.m, 
2/6d. Hustler' Benefit. 

Letter relumed* Can any Scots comrade 
tell Dnug Truman we have had letter 
returned from his address. 

Rinistiintc, c/u Peace Action Tent re. Fac¬ 
tory Rriad, Birmingham, 19, No. 5 
now' available. Help needed with 
sales 

^AltcrriHlivcn to PiiuisJuiienr* Day Con¬ 
ference organised by the Libertarian 
Teachers' Association. From 10.3(1 
a.m. Saturday, October 5, J%K, at 
J5 Camden Hill Road. Gipsy Hdl. 
London, S.E,]9. 5/- P.O. to L 

Petrakis. 

Austrathin Airardiisil f ■onferenct. Sug¬ 
gested venue: Melliourne or Sydney. 
Early 1969. ("tmlKct: P Evans, Box 
192. trarllnn South P.D., Victoria. 
Australia. 

Would anyone be iotercsjlcd In lai.sing a 
libertarian group !o cover Kenning- 
ton and Southwark, straddling the 
Elephant and Ctt,Vlc7 Contact Ifarry 
Harmer, 6 Oakden Streep Kenning 
ton. S.E.lt. Tel. 735 9644. 

Sludent from Argeiiliita offers Spanish 
lessons. Osvajdo Segalowic:^* 7 flel- 
size Crescent* Hamptstcad, N.WJ. 

fnfeiTOitiiimil C»mp '69, We arc stilt 
looking for a site in England. Will 
anyone who can help please contact 
co-ordinalor: Ann Lindsay. 39 tipper 
Tuhe Hill* London. S.W*2. 674 7886 

If yms wiib to imkt conhict Jcl us know. 


interpretation of the ugrccmcnl. 

Neither Manchester men nor 
London arc concerned about inter¬ 
pretation of clauses, they inter pre- 
tale the whole agreement as disas¬ 
trous and want the whole frame¬ 
work renegotiated. In fact they arc 
calling for an emergency session of 
the union's national conference, to 
demand just that. To obtain such 
an emergency session would need 
the support of hundreds of NUR 
branches. The poini was made in 
Freeixim a few weeks back that no 
agreement can work unless the rank 
and file are prepared to cooperate. 
The London and Manchester men 
claim that ‘too much has been given 
for too little', and to support this 
claim London men are proposing a 
boycott of local negotiations in 
terms of new duties and schedules. 
The w'hole package deal is dependent 
Ufwn the local negotiations because 
this is the area where the railway- 
men will pay for their national 
wage increase. The rank and file 


The Amalgamated Union of 
Engineering and Foundry Workers 
(AEF) find themselves in a rather 
peculiar position over their proposed 
September 23 strike over pay. Whilst 


A n old acquaintance of ours. 

in the course of frequent grumbles 
about the Post Office service, used to say 
‘It's never been the same sincfe it was 
uationalized'* Benjamin Tucker* the 
American individualist-anarchist, used to 
claim that Wells-Fargo gave a betlcr ser¬ 
vice than the US Post Ofiice. 

The postal service had always some 
sentimental attraction for the anarchist: 
iU workers' uniDn was for many yeari. 
and still is* in theory, committed to the 
idea of workers" control: the international 
postal service is an example of a money¬ 
less free-exchange between nations and 
there have always been a high proportion 
of postmen with anarchist leanings. 

The Post f>ff]ce has always paid over a 
large sum to the Exchequer in addition to 
the multitudinous complex services It 
renders a.s tax gatherer and dole dis¬ 
penser; on lop of all this those sinlidcr 
missives inscribed "OHMS' are delivered 
free of charge by the Post Olfice. We 
know that most of these arc mere book¬ 
keeping entries but the labour of Post 
Office workers is used by the Govern¬ 
ment for purposes other than facilitating 
communication between peoples or the 
dLiribuUon of information. 

In recent years governments have be¬ 
come more greedy for revenue and the 
Exchequer conirihution demanded of tJic 
Post Office was fncrcased. T'he final blow 
came under the t.abnur Government 
when work-study and busine-ss efficiency 
experts were employed and the Post 
Oflkc was turned into a naliiinali/.ed in* 
dusiry which inust make iis coniiibiition 
- inslcad of a branch of the C ivil Service 
—giving a service. 

Post Office^ were ratioiujli/ed, llvut is 
to say* cut down m nombci, and iul^ Por>i 
Olliees are gradually being SLroeexci:l ouE 
by the low remimeralion and the general 
decline of the smafJ .shopkeeper Tele 
phones are being automated and* as pan 
of this* easily-remembered nitmes are 
giving way to elusive nuiuherv (Ihia 
may be part of the march of p/ogrt.s=. 
but some of us limp behind reafiiy.) 

When the new aiitomalie phone htix«s 
were installed they were put over to us as 
cheapening the phone calls from four 
pence to threepence, despite the shorten 
ing of ihe ciinvcrsation period. After an 
indecent interval the threepenny siiols 
were bunged up with wedges and we were 
calmly informed the minimum charge 
was sixpence. Due to somebody's tech 
nical incompetence, or cheese-pa ring, the 


Hugh Scanlon* AEF president, ob¬ 
tained it majority of one on his 
iinioifs national committee for strike 
aclton and managed to carry Ihe 
day at the Confederation of Ship¬ 
building and Engineering Llnior^s. 
three of the untens of the Con¬ 
federation have to ballot their mem¬ 
bers on the issue. One ts the General 
and Municipal Workers' Union 
fGMWU). another is the Elecirical 
Trades Lfnion. Lhis is the reason 
for the Confederation altering the 
date to October 2L Assuming that 
possibly the GMWU reject strike 
action* where dtyos the ABF stand? 
Such a situation would allow' entry- 
for Mrs* Castle, In the meantime* 
the Confederatic'll will attempt to 
drom up support for strike action 
with leaflets and mass meetings. The 
secret demand for ALL CON¬ 
CERNED is ‘Barbara please save 
our faces'. 

It is intcresling to note that Hugh 
Scanlon has joined the wage-vetting 
committee of the TUC along with 
George Doughty*"general secretary 
of DATA (draughtsmen), Both are 
opposed to the TUC wage-vet ting 
committee, one must assume that 
George and Hugh, will bore from 
within, as far as ihose two are con¬ 
cerned. alt claims siibmiited will 
obtain ihcir support, Or will they? 

The newcomers to the TUC eco¬ 
nomic committee make interesting 
reading, R. Briginshaw* SOGAT. 
and Les Cannon* ETU. The former 
opposed to the Government's wages 
policy and the latter very much in 
favour* they should rock the TUC 
economic boat between them. 


new phone boxes bad coin boxes which 
could be opened with comparative ease. 
What technology had overlooked magi¬ 
strates sought to ramedy by imposing 
harsh sentences u|»n those who suc¬ 
cumbed to temptation and broke open 
coin boxes. 

The iclephone directory advertising 
was sub-contracted.'^a-s is good capitalist 
practice, and a firm produced a shortened 
version of the London classified directory 
which excludes firms with less than two 
telephone lines. A proposal to provide 
a 36-vohimc directory (to replace the 
present four volumes) is siiM tn the pipe- 
line and the emphasb is still upon mak¬ 
ing as much money the contractor can 
from directory advertising. 

The Post Office, having engaged a 
public relations firm, has resoned to the 
art of treating a liability as an asset, all 
these increases bavi: been treated as 
'changes' with ensuing 'benefits' to the 
consumer. This latest innp<.>silion of five- 
penny and fourpenny post with alleged 
quicker delivery for fivepence is part of 
the .same confidence trickery vvhich, were 
the GPO a private enterprise firm, would 
land them in court for misrepresentation 
or at least would Lead to a grave lack of 
public confidence and the consequent 
bankruptcy which capitalist system 
avers is the lot of the dishonest husincss- 
ma n. 

However, the Post Otlicc has one asset 
with which it can apparently ndc out any 
siorm. it has a complete monopoly of all 
mail deli very and all (clephoncs: morEr 
than ihai. i[ can prohibit any compctiiion 
in its fields, as a riglit vested in it. The 
Post Gllice monopoly and its obvions 
u'lcfufiu'fis to I he stale fac ill lutes in peace- 
lime Ihe surveillance of niail and moni- 
(oring of lelephonc calb which a'isiiredly 
hike place from lime to time Jiulccd 
during wartime the censorship through 
the Posl (filice is coiriplcie. 

In I he United .Slated the iclc phones arc 
under private control Government 
wite-Upping is actiunahle under law hut 
no doubt in ihc same way ihul 'siaic 
security' is suflicient excuse for our Home 
Secretary, US Government ageitls no 
doubt have an cxcuiic 

The Driiivh PoNt (ilTicc's man in for 
aulortiution has. •pread lo an aiicmpi to 
probe I he possihility of reducing cverv 
town name to a cipher which can be 
read hy n ‘scanner' and sorted auto¬ 
matically However, to do this success¬ 
fully all envelopu,-. mo^l 


Contact Column 


need to gain control now because 
their future looks extremely bleak 
to say the least, 

WILL THEY WONT THEY? 


B,C. 

BACK TO WELLS FARfiO " 


Mom 
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DOtVSIDE MILL; aPack working 
ctmditinrLs* 

D ONSIDE was the only Mill in the 
Oan Group to show no profit Iasi 
year, in fact it recorded a loss of over 
£500,000, mainly due to breakdowns on 
new machinery. The management* how¬ 
ever, have used the loss as an excuse to 
attack working conditions and for the 
last few months the workers have been 
subjected to increasing speed-up. Of 
course the workers have resented and 
resisted this, and a situation has been 
brought about where 60 workers have 
now been sacked, allegedly for Tt^i^l^tent 
malingering’. If the sackings are allowed 
to go unchallenged, the management will 
feel that it has a free hand to introduce 
further speed-ups and victimisations, and 
ali workers in the Mill will feel the effects 


shape and size, so in order to do this the 
GPO has been for some time on the 
brink of launching a "Post Office pre¬ 
ferred' envelope scheme. This, if launched, 
would mean that the contents of the 
envelopes would have to be rationalized, 
for example, the size of Anarchy would 
have to he changed. Thus does man master 
the niuebine—by being Its servant. 

The present idea of iwo-ticr postage 
is not new. In fact, the Post Office has 
maintained a system of first-class matier 
and "printed paper rate' for many years 
and it was understood that "printed paper' 
rate got later delivery. One of the con¬ 
sequences of this was that advertising 
matter, which increasingly forms a large 
proportion of unread mail, camouflaged 
itself as important mail by sealing the 
envelope. In fad. at Freedom Press it 
was often possible to pick out 'bumr 
amongst the sealed mail by picking out 
the most impressive looking envelope. 

The allegedly 'new' system will not 
penalize the football pool proprietors* 
the mail order houses* the garages and 
scores of other businessinen who feel 
they have an open invitation to thrust 
their unwanted ofTcfs of wares and ser¬ 
vices upon us, They will use the five- 
penny post in order to underline the 
urgency of their "Great Offer', and pass 
the cost on lo the consumer* or. if you 
believe it. are enabled to cut down the 
eosi of their product by extending their 
sales through the post. Of course* some 
small businesses will go to the wall and 
some non-profit making organisations 
(such as Freedom Press) will suffer finan¬ 
cially but this is part of the trend in a 
capitalist society. 

As long as wc live in a society dedi¬ 
cated to the profit motive rather than to 
service* and the Post Office hav now' 
accepted the profit motive the main 
reason for its ex isle nee* we shall suffer 
Ihe deprivation of the minor pleasures of 
life. Undoubtedly the PtTst Office (like 
the railways and the Hus service) h on 
the vicious downward spiral of incTea,sinB 
cost, dedining consumplion and con- 
seqneirl demoralization from inanagcrial 
insistence on economy and the profit 
motive. 

h may be aigucd that a State dedicated 
to increasing ihe gross national product 
has no room for the marginally inetficient 
and uneconomic pleasurable activities of 
its citizens but we would argue I hat 
socieiy is kept together by I he case with 
which its members can communicate 
with each other 

Tlie Post f>ffice w-as at one lime dedi- 
caled to that service, It is rapidly becom¬ 
ing an obstruclkm lo communication and 
a mere appendage of a hureaucraiic State. 

Jack Robin*son. 


of this, 

C L ITER: a muss of disconlent. 

In Culler Mill the bosses seem to think 
ihai because they are dealing mainly with 
country workers ihey can get away with 
anything. A profit of almost £700,000 
last year for the Culler Guard Bridge 
Company has brought no improvement 
to the workers" conditions. They are 
continually cheated out of bonus and 
overtime pEiyments as well as increments 
and have to go to great lengths to get 
them. Safety precautions in the Mill are 
poor: fire-fighting equipment is inade¬ 
quate and electrical fittings a danger to 
life. To make things worse, men are 
often forced to do other men's jobs* with 
no compensation if they are injured. 
Another source of discontent is that 
many workers a re on 12- hou r s h i fts. 
What holds some workers back from 
action is the tied-cottage system: many 
workers live in Mill houses and to lose 
their jobs would also be to lose their 
houses. One thing which would be a big 
advance would be the right lo ekci shop 
stewards to deal with grievances as they 
arise. 

STONE^>Vt>ODi bureaucratic 
capiiatisin* 

Attempts are impending in Stoneyw’ood 
to introduce a 4-,shift system as a further 
step in rationalisation. This move would 
be unpopular with the workers (many of 
whom would like to see a change lo three 
shifts starting at S, 4 and 12) and is 
unlikely to go unoppi?sed. 

Tlie Mill becomes more like a prison 
cvei 7 day; not only have dogs been used 
against workers pilfering, but in some 
departments now employees must wear 
name and number tabs and carry pass¬ 
port-style passes. 

It has recently been announced that 
Wiggins Teape (profit last year over £9 
minions—a rise of 80% on 1966), who 
own Stoneywood, are likely to be bought 
over by the British-American Tobacco 
Company, who already own 34 ;.' of the 
shares. This would inevitably lead to 
further efficiency and produciivity drives 
at the workers' expense. 

There has been talk in the Mill lately 
of taking industrial action for better con¬ 
ditions: and a ban on overtime when the 
Mill has a lot of orders seems possible 
at the moment, 

MliGlEMOSS; a 19(|i-ceniury relic. 

One outstanding fact about the 'Moss 
is that tradesmen (sparks, engineers, car¬ 
penters), who are unionised, have much 
better pay and conditions than the mill- 
hands. who are 90'!;, non-union, AUhough 
we are opposed lo the present leaders of 
the unions, and sve do nut think the 
unions can create socialism, it is true 
that in certain situations improvements 
can he made through tradcs-uniem acti- 
viiy, rile bosses of Mugiemoss remain 
biucriy anti-union and it is time they 
were laAEgln a lesson, 
r\n OF INVERURIE: an appeal. 

Tit is is the only Mill in the area in 
which wc have no contacts. We appeal 
In workers iniercsted in our ideas and 
activitie.s to get in touch with us at the 
address below: or belter still* send us an 
nriiele on the Mill as well. 

— Reprinted from Aherdrcn Militant, 
Aberdeen Branch SWF. 142 Walker 
Road. Aberdeen, 


WE GO TO PRESS ON MONDAY* 
LATEST DATE FOR RECEIPT OF 
MSS** LETTERS* MEETING NOTICES 
IS THE MONDAY IN EACH H^EK 
OFPUBUCATION. 


PrlMtd br hxptmi l*rjfULff, EJ pubJiikcd br Frwinfn P'roii. 










